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I, Will exhibit a concife view ofthe origin and progrefs of re- 
vealed religio in, the ftate and circamftances cf the church and of 
the world, and the meit remarkable events which have happened 
in the former and the latter, from the commencement of time to 
the period in which we live, 
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on, wkjeh have bega agitated in carlrer and later times. 




















ee bas 
hails at y 
. 
. ¢ 
. s 
ey 
‘nu 
; : 
; ae 
: 
‘ 
=~ . 4 
. : a 
£ % 
\ 
: . 
bows 
t 
a 
’ 
” 
S:.. i 
vate 
* ee 
. 
care 
ae : 
yi . 
i : ; 
« % 2 
. : : : 
Pe oo a ee 
a. . : 
. 
s : i 

















- 
* 

————-* 
se 

—+. 

eg 
° 
~ 
. 
— 











: ~~~ 
P 
ST See Mer. ee: 
P 
~ 
. 
s : 
. 
; se 
- id = 
F 
~ : f 
r 
: ; 
, ‘ 
i A 
‘ 
st 
: Scie 
‘ 
2 aaa 








‘> 





SRNL oan 











ia atts ie 5 
we 3 iil: ReantR it a atepiceat tare fn 


THE 


REPOSITORY OF KNOWLEDGE, 


HISTORICAL, LITERARY, MISCELLANEOUS, 
AND THEOLOGICAL. 


Ser. OO 2. OORT 





HISTORY. 
A compendious hiftory of the origin and progre/s of re- 


vealed religion, the fate and circumftances of the 
Church and of the world, and the mof important re- 
volutions which have occurred in the former and the 
latter, from the eariieft ages to the prefent times ; 
comprehending a period of five thoufand and eight 
hundred years. 


HE Advantages of hiftory,civil and facred, 
are fufficiently obviousand univertfally acknowledged. 
It brings into our view tranfactions and events, which 
were accomplifhed long before we had a being, and 
of which, otherwife, we muft have remained igno- 
rant. Toreview the conduc of Providence,efpecially 
as it is employed about the Church on earth, in earlier 
and later times, is an employ, at once, inftructive 
and entertaining. 

The term, in the Greek New Teftament, which 
we tranflate Church, has been ufed to denote any 
public affembly, lawful, or unlawful, convened for a 
good purpofe or a bad. Waving avariety of defini- 
tions and diftinGions, which have been ufed by wri- 
ters on this fubject, by Church I underftand that part 
of mankind, whether great or fmall, thar, in every 
age of the world, under both the Old Teftament 
and the New, profefles faith in the Saviour, and 
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fubjection to his government and laws. The erec- 
tion of the Church, from this definition it is apparent, 
muft have been fublfequent to the fall, and the tirft 
promulgation of the gofpel to our fallen parents in 


Eden. From this original difcovery of the Saviour ’ 


to the firft man, in his lapfed ftate, to our own times, 
I hope, I fhall be able totrace a Church, greater or 
{maller, more or lefs vifible, in one part of our world 
oranother. That our original anceftors embraced 
the revelation of the Saviour, and began, immediate- 
Jy after, to worfhipGod in a manner unknown to 
them in their primeval ftate, to worfhip himthrough 
the intervention of a Mediator, I fhall in the fequel 
have occafion to fhew. 

But, before I enter on this part of my undertaking, 
I fhall, in an introductory manner, review that part 
of the Mofaic hiftory, that relates the important 
tranfactions, which preceded the fall of man, and the 
revelation of the Saviour. This is comprifed in the 
firft two chapters of Genefis. 

Here the following important particulars prefent 
themfelves to our view: The creation of the heavens 
and the earth; the formation of the firft human pair; 
the inftitution of the fabbath ; the terreftrial paradi/e ; 
the federal tranfaétion between God and man; and the 
origin of marriage. 

Concerning the origin of the world, various, dif- 
cordant, contradictory theories have been publithed. 
The opinion of the eternity of the world, which has 


been held by Pagan philofophers, is equally repug- 


nant to the facred fcriptures and the principles of 


found philofophy. Of the great antiquity ofthe uni- 
verfe, the moft extravagant and fabulous ideas have 
been entertained, by the Chinefe, the Babylonians 
and the Egyptians. Concerning the early exiftence 
of it, feveral Chriftian writers have formed a variety 
of {peculations. But, as has been obferved, were 
we, fora moment, to fet revelation afide, we might, 
on rational principles, with a high degree of pror 

























































and of the World. 3 


bability, though not with infallible certainty, in- 
fer the fhort duration of the world. Forthis we might 
plead the general tradition of the moft ancient nations; 
the concurring teftimony of the earlieft philofophers 
o and poets; the total deficiency of all hiflory pre- 
ceding the Mofaic; the manifold and palpable ab- 
furdities and contradiétions of thofe few accounts, 
which pretend to greater antiquity ; the number of 
the inhabitants of theearth ; the continued difcoveries 
of new countries; the late invention of many ufeful 
arts and {ciences, &c. ut, without revelation, all 
fpeculation concerning’ the origin of the world is con- 
jeCture, uncertainty, fable, perplexity. sThe books of 
Mofes are conteffedly the moft ancient in the world. 
~»In thefe and the,fubfequent facred writings alone, is 
an authentic, cobfiftent, fatisfactory account of the 
origin of al] things to be found. Concerning the ort- 
ginal produétion of the heavens and the earth, as well 
as the economy of providence and grace, the {crip- 
ture gives us fufficient information. That God, at 
the time and in the manner, related by Mofes, cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth, ever has been an ar- 
ticle of thecreed of both Jews andChriftians. Through 
faith, fays an apoftle, we underfand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of God.>»Often has pre- 
fumptuous man arraigned the Omnipotent at his bar., 
Why, it has been afked, was not creation accom- 
_  plithed ages before it commenced? If one afks, 
af why it did not happen at an earlier period, I may, 
‘ with equal reafon afk, why it was not. delayed till 
a later. But ever ought we to recollect, that the 
S Omunipotent acts not according to the extent of his 
* __spower, but according to the wife determinations of . |] 
4 his fovereign and uncontrollable will. Among many ~~ 
other queftions on this fubject, it has been queried, 
at what feafon of the year the world was created ; 
whether in {pring or autum. One thing is certains” 
the fruits of the earth were produced in a ftate of 
maturity. Nor is it unworthy of notice, that the 
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Jewith year commenced in autumn. I fpeak not of 
the facred, but of the civil year of the Jews. 


Concerning the extent, in which the Mofaic hiftory . 


of creation is to be interpreted, Chriftian writers are 
divided in their fentiments. One reftriéts it to the 
earth; another extends it to the folar fyftem ; and 
many underftand it of all worlds, vifible and invifi- 
ble, known and unknown. Not only the heavenly 
bodies, it has been pretended, but the earth itfelf 
exifted prior to the fix days, to which that part of 
facred hiftory, we are now reviewing, refers; and 
was then reduced to that form in which we now be- 
hold it. Suffice it for me to fay, we have no au- 
thentic, confiftent, fatisfactory information concern- 
ing the origin of things, but what we colle&t from 
the facred volume ; and concerning any world prior 
to the Mofaic creation, the fcripture has faid no- 
thing. Of hypothefes, conjectures, {peculations, 
there isnoend. Under the appellation of the hea- 
vens and the earth the fcripture feems to compre- 
hend all worlds and creatures, Acts xvil. 24. 

The chronology of the world, which our beft wri- 
ters have almoft univerfally adopted,is that of the ce- 
lebrated archbifhop Uther ; a man equally famous 
for learning and piety. This computation, conform- 
ably to the Hebrew text, fixes the creation four thou- 
fand and four years before the Chriftian era. 

The term Creation, feems to have, in general, two 
fignifications in the Mofaic hittory ; a primary and 
a fecondary. According to the former acceptation 
it denotes the production of fomething out of nothing. 
According to the latter it fignifies the formation 
of creatures, of various fpecies, out of the common 
mafs of pre-exiftent matter. In both acceptations 
ft is exemplified in the firit of the two chapters be- 


fore us. In the introduétory wards, God Created 


ibe heavens and the earth, it feems to denote the pro- 
duction of the whole materials of which the various 
creatures were afterwards formed, and, in the fub- 
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and of the World. 5 


fequent part of the chapter, it denotes the various 
modifications, which the different parts of the mais 
underwent, in the formation of the numerous and 
diverfified material beings, with which the upper 
and lower worlds were replenithed. 

Thefe various kinds of creatures, inhabitants of 
the earth, of the warer, and of the air, the Omnipo- 
tent, no doubt, could have produced in a moment. 
But, for wife and gracious .purpoles, he chote to form 
them, not in a moment, an hour, or a day, vat in 
fix days. Fanciful and gyoundlefs is the opinion, 
that by fix days, the facred hiftorian intends fix 
thoufand years. 

Inthe Mofaic account of creation, it has been ob- 
ferved, there is no mention of angels. But may they 
not be included in the bof of heaven, in that brief 
recapitulation of the works of creation, thus the 
heavens and the earth were finifbed, and all the hoft 


of them, Gen. il. 1 ?sThat they were the firft, orZ. 


among the firft, as they, doubtlefs, are the beft of 
the works of the-great Creator, is, in the highett 
degree, probable. Hence the fcripture repreients 
them as {pectators of the fubfequent parr of the 
work. Thus the Almighty accofts Job, and, I may 
add, each of us: Where wast thou when I laid the 
foundations of the earth ? Declare, if thou haft un- 
derfianding, who bath laid the meajures thereof, if 
thou kuoweft ? or who hath jiretched the line upon it ? 
Whereupon are the foundations thereof fafened? Or 
who laid the corner-fione thereof, when the morning- 
Jtars Jang together, and all the angelical fons of God 
Shouted for joy ? Job xxxviii. 4, 5, 6, 7. 

I fhould now review the diftin& account which 
the facred hifterian has given us of the work ofeach 
of the fix days in order. But the important do@trine 
of creation, in its commencement, progrefs and com- 


pletion, I thali fully difgufs in the fyftematical pare 
of this work. 
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What a ftupendows:difplay of the infinite power 
of the Deity is creation ? With what facility does he 
accomplifh it! he has only to fay, and it is done. It 
has been obferved, that the word tranilated /aid, 
in the account of the production of light, is elfewhere 
tranflated commanded. With the Almighty, to fay, is 
to command ; and to command Is to accomplith. 

His wifdom neyer was defeated, his power never 
was, never can be refifted, his goodnefs knows no 
boundaries. He {peaks and he acts in a manner 
peculiar to himfelf, and to which no creature can 
pretend. 

In how beautiful an order does the Omnipotent 

proceed in creation! What a beautiful gradation in 
it! Increation, it has been juftly obferved,there are 
no chafms ; all the parts of it are admirably connec- 
ted to make up one univerfal whole ; there 1s one 
chain of beings from the loweft up to the higheft, 
from an infect to an archangel. ‘The fcale of crea- 
tion does not advance by Jeaps, but by gentle 
{teps. One rifes gradually above another; dead 
matter, unorganized earth, minerals, vegetables, in- 
fects, reptiles, fifhes, birds, beafts, man, angels. It 
is obferved by the wiieft of men, that the end of a 
thing is better than the beginning thereof. In all the 
works of the Deity, in the world and in the church, 
tpe eis a vifible gradation, a glorious progreffion 
rot a lefs to a more perfect ftate. In the works of 
creation ; 1n the economy of providence in the world; 
efpecially in the economy of grace in the church, is 
this obfervation illuftrioufly exemplified. Having 
made a variety of f{pecies of ‘inferior beings, and, 
in every refpect, fitted the world for his reception 
and accommodation, God formed that fuperior be- 
ing, who, as the vice-gerent of his great Creator, 
was to have dominion over all the inferior creatures 
in this lower world. 

The creation of man, to every reader.it muft have 
occurred, is introduced with peculiar folemnity, 
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On this important occafion the almighty Creator 
{peaks thus : Let us make man 1 our likene/s, after our 
image. When light was to be produced, God only 
faid,let there be light, and there was light. But when 
about to create man, he feems to hold a confultati- 
on. Was the Deity at a lofs? Was he undeter- 
mined whether, or in what manner, he thould pro- 
ceed ? No, from an earlieft eternity the plan was 
formed, and he, who formed, with equal facility, 
executed it. Here is ‘@ plain intimation of the fu- 
periority of man to all the other creatures below. 
The phrafeology here has been fuppofed to allude to 
the royal flile among men, But the practice of 
{peaking in the plural number is of late invention 
among the potentates of the earth. On this occa- 
fion, fome Jewifh interpreters have imagined, the 
Deity confulted with certain beings of the angelical 
kind, whom he was pleafed to employ as co-adju- 
tors, or, at leaft,‘as inftruments in the formation of 
man. But do not the fcriptures every where reprefent 
creation as the f{pecial prerogative and peculiar work 
of Deity ; a work which he a/one can perform? The 
expreffion, ufed on this occafion, is, doubtlefs, ine 
tended to fignify the concurrence and co-agency of 
all the facred Three in the creation of man, as, un- 
der his maker, lord of this lower world, and of all 
the creatures in it. In the introdutory account of 
‘creation, Gen. 1. 1, 1t has been obferved, the noun, 
that denotes the great agent in this work, is plural, 
and the verb, that expreffes his agency in it, is fin- 
gular. The Godhead is one and undivided; the 
perfons are three, and, though not divided, diftin- 
guifhed one from another. 

- Of man alone, to the exclufion of all other crea- 
tures on earth, it is afarmed, that he was formedin 
the likenefs and after the image of his maker.. By 
this image of Ged, certain interpreters have under- 
ftood that idea in the divine mind, in conformity to 
which man was created. Bur, according to this hy- 
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pothefis, every creature on earth, as well as in 
heaven, the infect no Jefs than the angel, may be 
afhrmedto be inthe image of God. In all his works, 
in the world and in the church, the Deity ats in 
exact conformity to a plan, which, before creation 
commenced, he ever had in his all-comprehending 
mind. _ The image of God, which was the difttn- 
guifhing honour of human nature, in its primeval 
{tate, has been confidered in a twofold view ; as phy- 
ficaland as moral, Man is a being of the com- 
pound kind; partly material and partly immaterial. 
In bis material part he has propenfions and ap- 
petites fimilar to thofe of the beafts which perith. 
In his immaterial and immortal part he has 
powers and operations-analogous to thofe of an- 
gels: and, which is a far higher confideration, 
he bears a refemblance to his almighty Maker, of 
which material beings are incapable. On this ac- 
count God is denominated, The father of /pirits. 
Heb. xii. 9. Butthe chief dignity of human nature, 
in its original ftate, confifted in its conformity to 
the moral perfections of the Deity. God made man 
upright. Eccl. vii. 29- Though this original rec- 
titude was not fo effential to man, but that he 
might be defpoiled of it and ftill continue to be a 
man, it was concreated and coeval with him. -He 
was, at once,a man, and an upright man. Of hisai- 
mighty Maker, he alfo bore a faint refemblance in 
that univerfal authority, with which he was invef- 
ted, and the confequent uncontrolled dominion 
which he exercifed over the inferior creatures. That 
this, though not the principal feature, pertained to 
that image of God, after which man was formed, 
the facred hiftory plainly intimates ; the great Cre- 
ator having faid, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likenefs, immediately adds, and ler them 
have dominion over the fifh of the fea, &c. That this 
image of God extended to both the man and the 
woman, is manifeft from the exprefs words Of the 
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facred hiftorian ; God created man in his own image ; 
in the image of God created be him; male and female 
created be them, The extravagant things, which 
Jewifh and Mahomedan writers have told us, of the 
gigantic fize of the firft man, and celeftial beauty of 
the firft woman, I pafs as nugatory and trifling. 
Thar they were perfect, in both corporeal and men- 
tal accomplifhments, to a degree of which it is dif- 
ficult for us to form an adequate idea, muft be ad- 
mitted. Holy and, therefore, happy pair! happy 
in the {weet intercourfe they had with each other ; 
happier, incomparably happier ftill, in the ineffably 
{weeter intercourfe they had with their common 
Creator and God. 

The inftitution of the fabbath, the hiftory of the 
primeval ftate relates in terms the moft unequivo- 
cal and exprefs. Thus it fpeaks, aud on the feventh — 
day God ended his work which he had made; and he 
refed on the feventh day from all his work which he bad 
made. And God bleffed the feventh day, and fantrified 
it ; becaufe that in it he had refed from all bis work 
which God created and made. Gen. il. 2, 3. From 
the manner in which our tranflation introduces 
the fan¢tification of the fabbath, fuperfrcial readers 
may fuppofe that creation was finifhed, not on the 
fixth but onthe feventh day. Thus the hiftory 
{peaks, on the feventh day God ended his work—But 
the Hebrew phrafe, it has been obferved, ought 
to be tranflated thus; on the feventh day God had 
ended his work. That creation was finifhed on the 
fixth day is manifeft from the concluding words of 
the firft chapter, in which the Almighty feems to 
make a folemn paufe, and to review all his works ; 
and, upon a review. of them, to pronounce them all 
very good. On the laft and beft day of the week God 
is faid to reft. Was he weary? No, the everlafting 
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Jainteth not, neither is weary. fa. xl. 28. He ref- 
i” 3 | R 
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ted! How? He ceafed to produce any new fpe- 
cies or kind of creatures. This day God is faid to 
fancify, or, as the plain import of the Hebrew text 
is, fet apart from a common to a facred ule. Every 
day, indeed, is God’s, the night alfois his ; but this 
day he has, in a peculiar manner, appropriated to 
himfelf and his folemn fervice. 

It has been pretended, that the inftitution of the 
fabbath 1s introduced into this part of facred hiftory 
by anticipation, According to this opinion, the fab- 
bath was nor inftituted, and, therefore, not obferved, 
in the church, till the promulgation of the law from 
Sinai, and the commencement of the Mofaic dif- 
pentation. Arbitrary tater URRLION, unfupported by 
an interpretation which the 
{cripture contradi¢ts, rather than fanctions. If the 
fabbath was not a primeval inftitution ; if it was not 
to obtain in the world till two thoufand five hundred 
years after the creation ; for what purpofe, with what 
propriety, is it introduced into the hiftory of crea- 
tion and of the primeval ftate ? What! a church, 
for nolefs than between two and three thoufand years, 
without a fabbath ! It is impoflible. Never has the 
church been, never fhall fhe be without her fab- 
baths. Nay, to the church triumphant in heaven 
an everlatting /adbatifm remaineth. Heb. iv. g. But, 
not to fubtticute affertion in place of argument, pro- 
bability in room of certainty ; In the hiftory of the 
earlieft ages, fhort and {paring as it is, we have hinis 
fufhiciently plain, of the pine, FR of {tated feafons; 
particularly the feventh-day fabbath, as a feafon of 
folemn worfhip in the patiiarchal church. Remar- 
kable to this purpofe is the Molaic account of the 
time, at which Cain and Abel performed the moft 
{olemn paris of their worthip. Of the important 
circumftance of the feafon, the moft exprefs men- 
tion is made. L1 procefs of time it came to pafs, that 
Cain brought of the truit of the ground an offering unto the 


Lord. And Abel, be alfo brought of the firfilings of bis 
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frock, and the fat thereof. When, on what. ocea- 
fion did the two brothers perform this folemn- fer- 
vice? Ic was in procefs of time ; or, as the Hebrew 
text emphatically expreffes it, at 1be end of days— 
At the end of what days ? Doubtlefs the days of the 
week ; on the laft of thofe days of which the week 
confifts ; on that Jaft and that beft of the days of 
the week, which God, from the beginning, has blef- 
fed and fanctified ; appropriating it to ninntfelf and 
his facred fervice, as a returning weekly memorial 
of the great work of the creation of the world. It 
has, accordingly, been obferved, that the feptenary 
divifion of time, that is, the divifion of- it into weeks, 
confifting of feven days, obiained all over the eaf- 
tern world, from the earlieft ages. “Phis reckoning 
obtained, not only among the Jews, but among the 
Affyrians, the Egyptians, the Arabians, the Perfians, 
and even the Indians ; and carries in it a manifeft 
allufion to the number of days in which creation 
was accomplifhed; and the firft weekly memorial 
of it was celebrated. Neither-ts it unworthy of ob- 
fervation here, that even the ancient Pagans held 
the feventh day of the week to be facred. Nume- 
rous quotations to this effect have been made from 
ther writings both by Jews and Chriftians. Both 
Hefiod and Homer exprefsly. call the feventh, the 
facred day. The Hebrews exprefs feven by a word 
that fignifies perfection. In feven days.the creation 
of all things, and the inftitution and original ob- 
fervation of the fabbath, were perfected. I only 
add another confideration, which is level to every 
capacity, and feems to carry irrefiftible conviction 
along with it Inthe hiftory of the firft defcent of 
the manna in the wildernefs, which, as is well 
known, happened before Mofes was called up to 
the mount, confequently before the Jaw, which en- 
joins among other moral duties, the celebration 
of the fabbath, was delivered; the obfervation of 
the fabbath is expreffly mentioned, not as a new 


oad 



































Veli MS 5 a x 


good and evil. 


Compendious Hifory of the Church, 


inftitution, but as an ordinance with which the 
Ifraelites had been long and familiarly acquainted. 
ILxod. xvi. 23. 

Ever, indeed, ought we to walk with God. In 
all our undertakings and actions we ought ulti- 
mately to aim at the advancement of his glory. But 
human nature, and the circumftances of the prefent 
ftate are fuch, as require adue proportion of our time 
to be, in a fpecial manner, fet apart for the more {o- 
Jernn fervice of our creating and redeeming God, 

Did the fabbath obtain before the fall? Was it 
the firft of all the primeval inftitutions ? Has it ob- 
tained under every paft difpenfation ? Has the church 
ever had, fhall fhe ever have her fabbath ? Does an 
eternal fabbatifm remain to the faintsof the moft 
high in the better world ? Is the fabbath, in the ef- 
timation of all faints, the beft as it, now, is the firft 
of the days of the week ? What fhall we think, what 
fhall we fay of ourfelves, and of our cotempora- 
ries? Was the fabbath ever treated with greater 
neglect and indignity than in the time and place in 
which we live? It, certainly, never was. To the 
bafeft of purpofes is it, by multitudes, proftituted, 
What a wearinefs 1s it to many ? To how few isit a 

leafure ? 

Of the happy {pot, which was affigned to man 
for his primeval refidence, the facred hiftory gives 
us a particular defcription. Aud the Lord God plan- 
ted a garden eafiward in Eden, and there be put 
the man whom he bad formed. And out of the ground 
made the Lord God to grow every tree that 1s pleafant 
to the Sight, and good for food ; the tree of life alfo-in 
the midft of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of 
And a river went out of Eden to water 
the garden; and from thence is was parted and became 
into four heads. The name of the firf is Pifon ; that 
is it which compaffeth the whole land of Havilab, where 
there is gold; the gold of that land is good: there 1s 
bdelliym and the onyx fione, And the name of the fecond 
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iver. is Gibon ; the fame is it that compaffeth the whole 
Yand of Ethiopia. And the name of the third river 1s 
Hiddekel ; that is it that goeth toward the eaft of Alfy- 
ria. And the fourth river is Euphrates. And the 
Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden. of 
Eden to drefs it, and to keep it. Gen. i. 8-15. 
This place is ufually called paradife, which, as 1s 
obferved, is a name of Perfic original, and figni- 
fies a delightful garden : the facred hiftory calls tt 
Eden, which alfo denotes pleafure or delight. Con- 


cerning this once happy, but now deferred and un- 


know {pot, numerous whimfical, ludicrous {pecu- 
lations have been formed. It has been pretended, 
that no local paradife ever exifted ; that the Mofaic 


defcription is not to be underftood as a hiftory, but 


as.an allegory. It has been alfo fuppofed, that, 
before the fall, the ftate of the whole earth was para- 


difaical. Very different, doubtlefs, was the ftate of 


the earth before fin entered, from what tt is now. 
Hence, when the {cripture foretels the fina] expul- 
fion of fin from the world, and the total removal of 
the baneful effets of the curle, it deicribes that hap- 
py ftate which isto fucceed, by terms manifeftlybor- 
rowed from the Molaic account of the primeval! pa- 
radife. The river of the water of life, and the tree 
of life, which the apoftle John introduces into his 
account of the celeftial ftate, evidently allude tothe 
deicription of the terreftrial paradife in the Mofaic 
hiftory. But the hiftory of Eden naturally fuggefts 
to us the idea of a particular {pot. In what parti- 
cular part of the earth this diftinguifhed place was fi- 
tuated, is a point on which the curious part of man- 
kind have been, and [til! are, divided in their opi- 
nions. For it they have explored both heaven and 
earth. It has been, in imagination, found in the 
higheft heaven, in the moon, in the middle regions 
of the air ; in Afia, in Africa, in Europe, in Ame- 
rica; in an unknown region, in the place now oc- 


cupied by the Cafpian ica ; on the Ganges, oa the 
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Danube ; in Chaldea, in Armenia, in Mefopotamia,. 


in Perfia, in Arabia, in Ethiopia, in Paleftine, in 
Syria, in the place where Damatcus and Tripoli now 
ftand ; in Tartary, in the ifland of Ceylon in the Eaft- 
Indies ; in Sweden, and even under the arctic pole ! 
But though no {pot could be found on earth ex- 
actly correfponding to the Mofaic defcription, we 
need not wonder, far lefs call in queflion the au- 
thenticity of the facred hiftory. From inundations, 
earthquakes, and various other caufes, which I need 
not now enumerate, the terreftria! globe muft have 
undergone very greatalterations inthe ages which are 
paft. The opinion concerning the local fituation 
of this celebrated {pot, which is adopted by the ge- 
nerality of our beft modern writers, is, that it was 
fituated on the ftream, which is formed by the 
junction of the Euphrates and the Tigris. This 
great {tream, below the {pot on which the Almighty 
fixed for the primary refidence of mankind, divides 
into two branches ; which, after running a number 
of miles, fall into the Perfian gulf. Thus, if we at- 
tend to the channels, rather than the current of the 
rivers, we thall find the number mentioned in the 
Mofaic hiftory ; the Euphrates on the Weft, and 
the Tigris or Hiddekel on the eaft, above the gar- 
den; and the Pifon on the welt, and the Gihon on 
the eaft, below it. On or at leaft very near this ho- 
noured {por, the celebrated city of Babylon was af- 
terwards built ; a city, which in regularity, extent, 
and beauty, never, perhaps, has been, nor ever will 
be equalled, in our world. oss 
But why fhould we eaplore diftant countries in 
fearch of a paradife, which now is no more? It isa 
certain, a melancholy truth, that paradife has been 
loft ; and is not, in the prefent ftate of things, to be 
regained. Not to be regained did I fay! I retract 5 
paradife, if not the terrefirial, the celeftial has been 
regained. The fecond Adam, the Lord from hea- 
ven, reffores what be took not away. The firft Adam, by 
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ene criminal act, offended his Maker and ruined the 
whole human race. From the mediatorial undertak- 
ing and work of the tecond Adam,refult the highett 
glory to God, and the higheft happinefs to man. 

For the extenfion of the penal conlequences of 
the criminal behaviour of the firft man, to his nu- 
merous pofterity, the federal tranfaction between his 
Almighty Maker and him will fully account. Ir has 
pleafed God all along to tranfact with man in a fe- 
deral manner. The federal tranfaction between God 
and man, of which the Mofaic hiftory informs us, was 
fuited ro the nature and circumftances of: the pri- 
meval ftate. That God did enter intoa covenant with 
innocent Adam, as the federal head of his whole na- 
tural pofterity, I fhall have occafion, in the fyftema- 
tical department of this work, to prove. The juf- 
tice, propriety, and benignity of this difpenfaiion [ 
fhal] attempt to evince. Inthe hiftory of the pri- 
meval ftate we have a hint, and only a hint, of the 
covenant made with the firft Adam, the violation of 
which occafioned the ruin of the whole human fa- 
mily. Inthe hiftory of the fall we have only a hint, 
of that fuperior covenant, which, before all worlds, 
was made with the fecond Adam, by the fulfilment 
of which the redemption of the church of the firft 
born, is effected. The revelation of both thefe im- 
portant tranfactions 1s, in the fubfequent {criptures, 
gradually amplified and completed. 

The effential parts of a proper covenant are two ; 
a conditionary, to be performed by the one contrac- 
ting party ; anda promifiory, to be accoimplithed by 
the other. The fanétion or penalty of any covenant 
1s adventitious and accidental ; arifing from the fal- 
libility of the perfon with whom it is made. That 
ail-glorious perion, the fecond Adam, with whom 
the covenant of redemption was made, 1s infallible, 
and, therefore, the fuppofition of a penalty, in the 
event of his failure, is prepofterous and abiurd, 
The firft Adam, with whom the covenant of werks 
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was made, was, indeed, a perfect ; but ftill, he was 
a fallible man. 

It is not at all unufual, in fcripture, to put a part 
for the whole ; or to exprefs one thing and leave a- 
nother to be underftood. In this original difcovery 
of the covenant of works, two of its parts are men- 
tioned ; the one an effential, the other the acciden- 
tal part. Here we have a prohibition and a commi- 
nation. The prohibition ts, of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil, thou /halt not eat of it. The com- 
mination follows, for in the day that thou eateft thereof, 
thou /halt furely die. The all-comprehending duty in- 
cumbent on man then, and incumbent on him ftill, 
is to perform all known duty, and avoid all known 
fin. One fin only is expretsly mentiond ; others ate 
not excluded ; but included. Abftinence from the 
fruit of the prohibited tree was chofento be the grand 
criterion of man’s obedience. No neceffity, no ex- 
cufe, could he plead for tranfgreffing. Heaven had 
granted to him the richeft profufion of all things ne- 
ceffary and conducive to his happinefs in foul and 
body. He was, at once, allured and alarmed. In 
the fulleft manner was he apprifed of the happy con- 
fequences of ubedience, and of the direful effets of 
difobedience. Had he univerfal authority and do- 
minion over all things below ? It was, certainly, fit 
that he fhould be laid under one fmall reftriction ; 
that he might ever be reminded, that he was a des 
pendent being. 

Has the new covenant vifible feals annexed toeach 
diipenfation of it? The old covenant may alfo be 
{aid to have had its feals. Thus many have inter- 
preted the hiftery of the two famous trees in Para- 
dile, the one known by the name of the tree of life, 
the other affirmed two be the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, Concerning thefe two trees many 
cucfltons have been propoted, and various conjec- 
‘ures have been formed. — , 


(To be continued. PIL 0 
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A demonftration of the Being and Perfettions of God, 
from a brief furvey of the Heavens and the Earth ; 
including a general fketch of Aftronomy, Geography, 
Natural Hiftery, Natural Phiiofophy, Moral Phi- 
lofophy, ‘Se. 


A VERY pious writer, well known in the 
religious world, has obferved, that the moft high 
God, in condefcenfion to the weaknefs of our facul- 
ties, the brevity of our lives, and our many avoca- 
tions, has comprifed all the knowledge conducive 
to our real happinefs, in four volumes; the bible, 
the book of creation, the book of Providence, and 
the book of the heart. 

That path of lite, which the greater part of Chris 
tians are appointed to tread, allows but little oppor- 
tunity for philofophical refearches ; and the little lei- 
fure they enjoy, is more properly devoted to the ftu- 
dy of the book of grace, than that of the book ofna~ 
ture. But a fketch of Chriftian Philofophy, calcu- 
lated to elevate the mind to high and honourable 
thoughts of God, muft, to Chriftians, even in the 
loweft circles of life, be acceptable and ufeful. It 
has been obferved, that the lines of the book of cre- 
ation, though in themfelves beautiful and expreffive, 
are not obvious to fallen man. The works of crea- 
tion have been compared to a fair character in cy- 
pher, of which the bible is the key. They who know 
God in his word, can trace him, and his perfeCtions 
and defigns, in his works. It is obferved by the in- 
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spired writer of the nineteenth pfalm, that the hea- 
vens declare the glory of God, and the firmament /heweth 
Lis handy work. TYothis obfervation of the devout pfal- 
mift, agree the words of the apoftle Paul, the invi- 
jible things of God from the creation of the world, are 
clearly feen, being underftood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and God-head. Nothing, faysa 
fenfible writer, can be more becoming man, than to 
invefligate the works of Deity, with chis defign, that 
he may excite in himfelf thofe devout affeGtions, and 
that fupurlative ref{pect, which are the very efience 
of that praiie, which is his reafonable and religious 
fervice. Are we difposed to employ ourfelves in the 
delightful duty of praife ? The means and the mo- 
tives are both at hand. His works present them- 
ielves to men of every clime and condition, to the 
davage and the fage, in a wonderful, an inftructive, 
an entertaining variety. How admirable the plan, 
how inimitable the executron ! 

Under the denomination of the heavens and the 
earth, we comprehend al] the known parts of cre- 
ation. The fciemce, which deferibes the appearan- 
ces, the magnitudes, the diftances, the motions,&c. 
of the heavenly bodies, we call aftronomy ; and that 
which defcribes the figure, the dimenfions, the re- 
volutions, the divifions, &c. of the earth, we call 
geography. ; 

The hiftory of the origin of the noble fcience of 
aftronomy, and ofits progrefs in early times, is in- 
volved in no fmall ob{curity, and has occafioned a 
great variety of {peculations and conjectures; the 
canvaffing of which could not afford either much in- 
formation ormamufement, The antiquity, as well as 
the utility of it, theDeity has been underftood to 
intimate, when concetning the heavenly luminaries, 
he {pake thus 5) Let them be for figns, and for feafons, 
end for days, and years. Adam, in his ftate of inno- 
cence, we are informed by the Jewifh Rabbins, bad 
an extenfive knowledge of aflronomy. The inhabi- 
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tants of the antediluvian world, particularly Seth 
and his pofterity, Jofephus tells us, were acquain- 
ted with this fcience. The longevity of the patri- 
archs afforded them fingular advantages and oppor- 
tunities for making aftronomical obfervations. Atthe 
difperfion occafioned by the confufion of languages, 
at the building of the Tower of Babel, Noah, we are 
told, retired with the children, who were born to him 
after the flood, into the north-eaftern parts of Afia, 
and introduced the knowledge of aftronomy into 
thofe countries. In this manner writers account for 
the early cultivation of the fciences in China, Siam, 
Japan, the dominions of the great Mogul, and o- 
ther parts of the eaft. In the weftern world, as well 
as the eaftern, among the Americans, as well as the 
Afiatics, particularly the natives of Mexico, writers 
have found fufficient proofs of an acquaintance with 
aftronomy. But, there are efpecially two countries, 
which, in ancient times, were diftinguifhed and fam- 
ed for the cultivation of this fublime fcience ; Chal- 
dea and Egypt. Both thefe countries, it has been 
obferved, were exceedingly proper for making aftro- 
nomical obfervations, on account of the purity and 
ferenity of their air. The temple of Belus, which 
was of an extraordinary height, it is faid, was ufed as 
an aftronomical obfervatory ; and the lofty pyramids 
of Egypt, whatever may have been the original de- 
fign of them, mght anfwerthe fame purpofe. For 
a proof of the early ftudy ot*aftronomy among 
the Chaldeans, it has been obfervedysAlexander the 
Great, when he entered Babylon, found,, Wpon in- 
quiry, aftronomical obfervations, fome.of which had. 
been made about two thowfand years before. This 
noble ftudy, the patriarch Abraham, who was a na- 
tive of Chaldea, is fuppofed.to have, in an eminent 
manner, promoted. The knowledge, colle&ed from 
the traditional hiftory of creation, thé contempla- 
tion of the heavens and the earth, the experience of 
preceding generations, andjhe various gradual dif~ 
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coveries of the attributes and purpofes of the Deity, 
which had been, by the long-lived patriarchs, tran{- 
mitted from age to age ; he. no doubr, was tolicitous 
to diffufe among his cotemporaries. In the contem- 
plation and fludy of the works of creation and Pro- 
vidence, the devour part of mankind, of every age 
and country, have found equal profit and pleafure. 
Does it not feem to have been the conftant practice of 
the patriarch Ifaac,at every approach of night,and re- 
appearance of the heavenly luminaries, to retire to the 
field for contemplation? J/aac, fays the facred hiftori- 
an, went out to meditate in the field at the eventide. Was 
it not a view of the ftarry heavens that fuggefled to 
the devout Jewifh monarch, the following pious e- 
jaculations ; When I confider the heavens, the 7 shiek of thy 


jingers ; the moon and the flars, which thou haft ordained, 


can I forbear to exclaim, Lord, what is man, that thou 
art mindful of him; or the fon of man, that thou vifiteft 
him ¢ Celebrating the wonders of creation, the iweet 
pfalmift of Hrael elfewhere fings thus—To him who a- 
lone doeth vreat wouders—to him that by wifdom made the 
heavens—t9 bim that made great lights ; the jun to rule 
by day ; the moon and fars to rule by night. 

From Chaldea or Egypt, or perhaps both, the ftudy 
of aftronomy pafied into Phenicia, and from Phenicia 
to Greece. The period, at which this {cience was firft 

cultivated among the Greeks, cannot be-afcertained. 
Intimations of it, iaeeenr occur in the writings of 
Hefiod and Homer; who flourithed almoft nine hun- 
dred years before the Chriftian era. it was greatly 
improved by Thales, the Milefian, whofe reputation 
for aftronomical knowledge was raifed to the higheft 
pitch, by foretelling an eclipfe, the arrival of which 
was attended with memorable circumftances. E{pe- 
cially was the aftronomy of the Greeks improved and 
enriched by the difcoveries of Pythagoras. This ce- 
Jebrated aftronomer and mathematician,1s believed to 
have been born in the ifland of Samos, and to have 


flourifhed about five hundred years before Chrift. in 
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fearch of knowledge, he, it is faid, travelled into E- 
gypt, then celebrated for the ftudy of the fciences, 
where he became acquainted with geography, and 
the true folar syftem, and made himfelf mafter of the 
feveral branches of learning, for which that coun- 
try was fo famed among the nations of antiquity. In- 
cited by an infatiable thirft for knowledge, he, we 
are told, afterwards vifited Perfia, Chaldea, and o- 
ther parts of Afia, as far as India, where he conyerfed 
with the Gymnofophifts, and, from them, acquired 
the knowledge of the philofopy and literature of the 
eaft. This great philofopher taught that the earth 
was of a {pherica] or round figure; that the moon 
reflected the rays of the fun; andthat the comets are 
wandering ftars, difappearing in the {uperior part of 
their orbits, and becoming vifible only in the low- 
er. He is faid alfo to have exhibited the oblique 
courfe of the fun in the ecliptic ; and to have firft 
taught that the planet Venus is both the evening and 
the morning ftar. But rational and philofophical, as 
the theory of Pythagoras was, it was univerfally repro- 
bated, and {peedily configned to a {tate of oblivion. 

Concerning the ftructure of the univerfe, the an- 
cients, in general, entertained the moft erroneous i- 
deas. The Ptolemaic fyftem almoft univertally pre- 
vailed. That the earth is an extended plain, fur- 
rounded by the ocean; that the fun, when he fets, 
dips into the weftern ocean; and, when he rifes, e- 
merges from the eaftern; that the fun, the moon, and 
the ftars, are {mall luminous bodies, at no great dif- 
tance from the earth, and created folely for the pur- 
pole of illuminating it,was, for many ages, and among 
many nations, a prevailing opinion. Though, how 
to alcertain on what foundation the earth refted, or 
how to account for the velocity with which the hea- 
venly luminaries feemed to move round it, they knew 
not. For a long feries of ages, Europe continued in 
ignorance of aflronomy, as well as of the other {ci- 
ences, The revival of aftronomical ftudies,fome have 
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dated from the times of the emperor Frederick, who, 
in the thirteenth century, caufed the aftronomical 
treatife of Ptolemy, to be tranflated into Latin. Is 
it not a {trong intimation of the utility of philofophy, 
and its {ubfervience to the advancement of religion, 
that the revival of the former, and the reformation of 
the latter, happened ajmoft at one time ? Impor- 
tant, indeed, is the fuperflructure, which our mo- 
dern philofophers have raifed upon that noble 
foundation, which the great Bacon, upwards of two 
hundred years ago, began to lay. The honour of re- 
ftoring and i eftablithing the true folar fyftem, belongs, 
in a peculiar manner,to > Copernicus,a native of Thorn, 
born in the year 1472. All the books written by phi- 
lofophers and afironomers, which could be found, he 
collected and perufed ; and all the various hypothe- 
fes they had invented for the folution of the celeftial 
phenomena, he examined. Theretult was a firm per- 
{uafion, that the only true fyftem was the P)thago- 
rean ; which makes the funto be the centre, and the 
earth-to move, not only round the fun, but alfo round 
its own axis. After twenty years fpent in contem- 
plating the phenomena of the heavens, in making ma- 
thematica] calculations, } in examining the obierva- 
tions of the ancients, and in making new ones of his 
own, he fully eftablithed that tyftem of the univerfe, 
which now goes by his name, and i is univerfally re- 
ceived by {cientific men of all nations. Greatly has 
the icience of aftronomy been improved by the inven- 
tion and ute of telefcopes. ‘Thisimprovement is attri- 
buted to Galileo, a famous mathematician and af- 
tronomer, the ton ‘of a Florentine nobleman, born 
in the year 1564. Thoughitdoes not appear that heo- 
riginally invented, he, ‘doubtlefs, improved the in- 
vention of telefcopes, and applied them to aftrono- 
mica] purpofes. F{pecially has modern aftronomy 
been improved, enriched, and confirmed by the dif- 
coveries and experiments of that prodigy of mathema- 
tical knowledge, the incomparable Sir faac Newton. 
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Modern difcoveries, in the fublime {cience of as- 

tronomy, have opened profpects, which, at once, af- 

tonifh and delight to a degree which words are un- 
able to exprefs. The moft obvious diftribution of 
thoie heavenly bodies, which we commonly call ftars, 
is into two claffes ; permanent and planetary ; fixed 
and wandering. The former are u fually, by way of 
eminence, called ftars ; the latter planets. The ftars, 
on account of their apparent unequal magnitudes, 
are divided tato fix claffes ; called ftars of the firft ; 
{tars of the fecond; ftars of the third; ftars of the 
fourth ; ftars of the fifth ; and ftars of the fixth mag- 
nitude. Of the ftars fome are vifible tothe nakedeye; 
others are difcovered only by the affiftance of glaffes, 
called telefcopes. The latter have, on this account, 
been called telefcopical ftars. An ordinary telefcope is 
{aid to difcover, in feveral parts of the heavens, ten 
times as many ftars as can be feen by the naked eye. 
The apparent unequal magnitudes of the ftars, are, 
probably, owing totheir unequal aiftances. To a per- 
fon at the neareft ftar, our fun would, probably, ap- 
pear no larger than that ftar does to us. 

At fuch immenfe diftances are the ftars from us, 
that, it is fuppofed, a ball fhot from a loaded cannon, 
and flying with undiminifhed velocity,would travel fe- 
veral hundred thoufand years before it could reach 
the neareft of them. As feveral ftars have become vi- 
fible only of late years, it is apprehended, that there 
may be ftars at {uch immenfe diftances, that though 
they have been in the heavens, and emitting light for 
almoft fix thoufand years, and light flies at the rate of 
ten millions of miles ina minute, their light has not 
yet reached our world. Agreeably to all this, it has 
been obferved, that were an inhabitant of our earth to 
travel toward the cope of heaven, and to advance.in 
his aerial journey an hundred and fixty millions of 
miles ; even in that advanced fituation,be could not 
perceive the imalleft vifible difference in the apparent 
magnitude ofthe {tars. Nor is this a mere fuppofition; 
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it isacertain faé. At the time of the winter folftice, 
that is,about the twenty-firft of December, we are up- 
wards of an hundred and fixty millions of miles near- 
er to the northern parts of the fky, than we are atthe 
time of the fummer folftice, or about the twenty-firic 
of June; and yet; withregard tothe ftars, firuated in 
that quarter, we perceive neither change in their af- 
pect, nor augmentation of their magnitude. The dif- 
coveries of modern philofophers have rendered it,in 
a high degree, probable, that creation confifts of as 
many fyftems, or worlds, as there are fixed ftars ; and 
that each of the fixed {tars 1s the centre of a particu- 
Jar fyftem or world, imparting light and heat to that 
fyftem and the feveral planetary bodies which com- 
pole it; as our fun does to the earth, and the other 
opaque bodies which compofe our fy{tem, or world ; 
and which, for this reafon, is ufually known by the 
name of the folar fy{tem. Here I cannot forbear to 
tranfcribe the truly emphatical words of the very pi- 
ous, learned, and elegant Harvey. ‘* Could we,”’ fays 
he, ‘‘foar beyond the moon, and pafs through all the 
planetary choir; could we wing our way to the high- 
eft apparent itar, and take our {tand on one of thofe 
loftieft pinnacles of heaven; we would there fee other 
fkies expanded, another fun, other ftars, and other, 
perhaps, nobler fyftems, eitablifhed through the 
boundlefs dimenfions of fpace. Even at the end of 
this vaft tour, we would find ourfelves advanced no 
farther than the fuburbs of creation, and arrived only 
at the frontiers of the great Jehovah’s kingdom.” 
That part of the vafi univerfe to which we belong, 
and to which our knowledge is almoft wholly con- 
fined, called the Pythagorean, the Copernican, the 
Newtonian, the folar fyitem, confiits of the fun, as 
its common centre, and a number of opaque 
bodies, called planets and comets, which, in certain 
orbits, perform their periodica} revolutions around 
the fun. The feveral known parts of this fy{tem, I 
fhall briefly furvey. 
(To be continued.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 





Evidences in favour of Chriftianity. 


HAT, in the Auguftan age, there flourifh- 
ed, in Judea, an extraordinary perfon, called Jefus 
Chrift, is a fact better authenticated and fupported, 
than that there lived fuch men as Cyrus, Alexander, 
or Julius Cefar. There are more hiftorical monu- 
ments to atteft his exiftence and character, and infi- 
nitely more numerous and inconteftible veftiges in 
the prefent day, to prove that there was fuch a per- 
fon as Chrift, than that there lived in paft ages, fuch 
potent monarchs or illuftrious conquerors. Is it cer- 
tain that Chriftianity now’ exifts inthe world? no 
lefs certain is it that Jefus Chrift once lived in it. 

Many of the public monuments, which the renown- 
ed heroes of antiquity left behind them, have long 
fince perifhed. Their magnificent palaces, their tem- 
ples, their maufoleums, their opulent cities, are no 
more. Few are the remaining vifible traces of the 
battles they fought, the empires they eftablithed, the 
laws they enacted, and the univerfal devaftation they 
once fpread around them. The kingdoms they con- 
quered have, by the univerfal inftability of human 
condition, undergone many revolutions, have gain- 
ed and loft their liberty, and experienced all thofe 
reverfes to which terreftrial glory is fubjeted. The 
curious traveller explores large regions in fearch of 
{tanding records of the greatnefs of former princes ; 
traverfes immenfe countries, once the feat of {cience 
and liberty, now the abode of barbarifm and flavery ; 
once {warming with inhabitants, now a dreary, in- 
hofpitable folitude ; he fearches, but in vain, for ci- 

D 












the Jews, ' 
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ties and temples and palaces in the very fituation 
where they_once ftood, . Babylon js now fallen! Per- 
fepolis and Ecbatana are no more! Long have tra- 
vellers difputed, without afcertaining, the fite of an- 


. cient Nineveh, that exceeding great city ‘of th) ee days jour- 
“wey. Few are the remaining fignatures, in Afia- Minor 
~ or in Judea, of Alexander’ s vitorious arms. Few 
‘are the ftanding memorials in Gaul or in Britain, to 


evince that there was fuch a perfon as Julius Cefar, 
who fubdued the one, and invaded the other. 

But that there was fuch a perfon as Jelus Chrift, 
who lived, died and role again, and founded a {pi- 
ritual empire of religion, is an important fact, which 
the vifible flate of almoft all Europe, and a confide- 
rable part of America, not to {peak of other coun- 
tries, fuficiently evinces. The cuftoms and ufages 
of every nation neceffarily imply a caufle and reafon, 
to which they owe their exiftence, and {uppole a date 
from whichthey commence. Religious inftitutions fo 
extenfively received, and religious folemnities fo ex- 
tenfively celebrated, lead the inquiring mind through 
paft ages to the period at which they began, to the 
perfon who eftablifhed them, and the fource from 
which they originally flow. Do we fee numbers of 
great and populous kingdoms, however they differ 
in other things, agreed in baptifing their offspring in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft; in commemorating their divine Re- 
deemer by the facred memorials of bread and wine ; 
in appropriating the firft day of the week ftatedly to 
his {olen worthip ? How fhall we account for infti- 
tutions fo extenfively received and pradtifed ? Were 
they inftituted in the prelent age? Did they com- 
mence in the times of our imn mediate anceftors ? No, 
we cantrace the facred {tream to its fource. We can 
recur to times in which no fuch ufages were known ; 
times in which the Chriftian inftitution had not com- 
menced; in which Judaifm and Pagani{m overipread 
the whole inhabited world. Do the prefent {tate of 
their tenets, their ceremonial obfervances, 
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their peculiar cuftoms, their difperfion into all the 
nations of the world, yet remaining a diftin&, feparate 
body, through all the infinite changes and revolu+ 
tions, that iffet kingdoms and communities, furnifh 
an inconteftible proof, that there exilted fuch a per- 
fon as Mofes, the famous Jewitth lawgtver ? And does 
not the evidence, that arifes from the vifible {tate of 
the Chriftian world, irrefragably prove, that there 
lived and died in Judea, that extraordinary perfon, 
whom we call Jefus Chriit; who was born in the 
reign of Auguftus Cefar, and fuffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate; and by whom Chriftianity was intro- 
duced, and eftabliihed in the world? 
(To be continued occafionally.) 





ey | 





The Propagation of the Gofpel among the Heathen. 


INTEND, in the fubfequent numbers of 
this work, to review, occafionally, the feveral mif- 
fions, which have been employed, by Chriftians of 
various denominations, for fpreading the gofpel a- 
mong the nations of mankind, in both the eaftern 
and weftern hemifphere. I thall now, for an intro- 
duction, lay before my readers the following hints re- 
lative to the fubject. 

The church, during the firft ages of the world, 
feems to have fubfifted in a fort of domeftic ftate ; 
confined to a few detached families. The ordinances. 
of her worthip were, probably, few, and the aumber 
of her members {mall. Neither does the feem to have 
had any {tated governors or officers, The patriarchal 
heads of families, probably, officiated as her teachers 
and prie{ts. This, in a!l probability, was the {tate of 
the church for about two thoufand and five hundred 
years. When the Hebrew tribes left Egypt the church 
aflumed a more. public form, and, for about fifteen 
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hundred years, fubfifted ina national capacity. Her 
ordinances and her officers, during this period, were 
exceedingly numerous. Still, however, fhe was al- 
moft totally confined to one nation, and within the 
boundaries of a country of very {mall extent. But, as 
the firft fruits and certain pledges of an approaching 
converfion of the nations tothe faith, and the fervice 
of the great Redeemer, individuals from among the 
neighbouring nations were, time after time, profe- 
lyted to the Jewith religion: and, it has been cbfer- 
ved, that, in the ages which immediately preceded 
the introduction of the gofpel {tate, converts, from 
among the Gentiles, were more numerous than in 
former times. | 

Even the perfonal miniftry of the Meffiah was 
chiefly confined to the Jews. Thus he fpeaks, Jam 
not fent but to the lof /heep of the houfe of Ifrael. When he 
firft {ent forth his apoftles to preach, he delivered to 
them this charge, go notin the way of the Gentiles, and 
anto any city of the Samaritans enter ye not. But go rather 
to the loft /heep of the houfe of I/rael. Still, however, he 
gave repeated prefages of the future {pread of the gof- 
pel among the Gentiles. Gallilee, the inhabitants of 
which were a mixture of Jews and Gentiles, he fa- 
voured with a fhare of his perfonal miniftry. With 
the Syro-Phenicians and the Greeks he had occfion- 
al intercourfe. On his arrival in our world certain 
ea{tern fages embraced the earlieft opportunity of do- 
ing homage to him. Now an ancient prediction re- 
ceived its initial accomplifhment, the kings of Tar- 
Shifh and of the ifles fhall bring prefents ; the kings of She- 
ba and Seba fhall offer gifts. 

Having, by his obediential life and expiatory death, 
overthrown the partition-wall, which had, for along 
feries of ages, divided Jews and Gentiles, the glori- 
ous Redeemer, in the interval between his refurrec- 
tion and afcenfion, renewed, and, in the moft ex- 
tenfive manner, amplified the commiffion to his a- 
poftles. In terms the moft univerfal and unlimited 
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does this fecond commiflfion run ; Go ye, fays he, is- 
to all the world, preach the gofpel to every creature, that 
is, every human being, without diftinction of country 
or condition. Among the Jews man was, by way of 
eminence, called the creature. With what fidelity 
and with what fuccefs the apoftles executed this 1m- 
portant and falutary commiffion, | fhall, in the pro- 
grefs of this work, have occafion to thew. 

Is it afked, Why was the knowledge of the Mef- 
fiah, for between two and three thouland years, re- 
ftricted to a few families ; and, for fifteen hundred 
years more, confined to one {mall nation ? Suffice it 
to fay, that it feemsto be the intention of the Deity, 
all whofe defigns are wife and good, to proceed, in 
all his works of creation, providence, and grace, ina 
eradual and progreffive manner. Each fucceeding 
difpenfation has been fuperior to that which preceded 
it. The Mofaic economy excelled the patriarchal ad- 
miniftration ; and the Chriftian inflitution, in extent 
and perfpicuity, far excells the Jewifh difpenfation, 
The gofpel ftate, in nature as well as in time, ap- 
proaches nearer to the heavenly ftate, than any other 
difpenfation with which the church on earth has been 
favoured. But even this laft and beft difpenfation ad- 
mits of a myfterious and glorious progreffion. Ex- 
tenfive was the fpread of the gofpel that preceded 
the deftruction of Jerufalem, and the final difperfion 
of the Jews. More extenfive ftill is the {pread of it in 
Jater times. The gofpel has been preached andChrif- 
tian Churches have been organized in countries, 
which, to the apoftles and their cotemporaries, were 
totally unknown. And, in the ages which are to 
come, Chriftianity is to be propagated to an extent, 
that will incomparably furpafs every thing we have 
feen, and even all the great and glorious things of 
which our godly forefathers have told us. For, as 
our Lord himfelf foretels, this go/pel of the kingdom fhall 
be preached in all the world, for a witnefs unto all nati- 
ous; and then, and not till then, fall the end come; 
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Matt. xxiv. 14. If we confult the places of the new 
teftament, in which the expreffion, the end, occurs, 
we fhali find, that it denotes, chiefly, two grand e- 
vents; the one of which is already paft, the other is 
not yet come. I[t refers immediately to the deftruc+ 
tion of Jerufalem, the final difperfion of the Jews, 
and abolition of the Jewith polity, both civil and ec- 
clefiastical. This dreadful cataftrophe happened, a- 
greeably to our Lord’s prediction, about forty years 
after his afcenfion. Prior to this memorable event 
the goipel was propagated, and Chriftian churches 
organized, in various parts of Afia, Africa, and Eu- 
rope. Converts, conformably to another prediiion, 
were collected from India in she eaf, and Spain, or, 
perhaps, Britain in the wef ; from Scythia tn the north, 
and Ethiopia in ¢he fouth ; and from the various inter- 
mediate countries. Such was the rapid progrefs, fuch 
the glorious fuccefs, which the gofpel, notwithftand- 
ing the united oppofition of Jews and Pagans, had 
in the firft ages of Chriitianity. 

The expreffion, the end, ultimately refers to an e- 
vent, which, though long expected, has not yet ar- 
rived; that tremendous event, of which we are all to 
be {pectators, and in which we are to be moft inti- 
mately concerned, the end cf the world, the general 
refurrection, andthe laft judgment. Prior to this fi- 
nal cataitrophe the gofpel 1s to be preached from 
the northern poleto the fouthern, and from the eaftern 
to the weitern fhore ; or, as the prediction expreffes 
it, iz all the inhabited world, whether continent or 
ifland, for a witne/s to all nations of mankind. In the 
compendious account I am to give of the Chriftian 
church I thall have occafion to follow religion in its 
progre{fs, in the paft ages of the New Teftament, 
through various countries of Afia and Africa, all, or 
almoft all, Europe, and fome part of America. 
WhatI principally intend here, 1s, to inform my 
readers, in a fummary manner, of the miffions, 
which Chriftians, of various denominations have em-= 
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The Propagation of the Gofpel. 38 
ployed for, the truly laudable purpofe of {preading 


the gofpel among the heathen, in later times ; e{pe- 
cially fince the commencement of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. To the friends of religion this fubject is of the 
higheft importance and concern. If we havean inter- 
eft in the Saviour, we cannot, poffibly, be totally un- 
concerned whether others have an intereft in him or 
not. That truly generous fpirit, which the apoftle 
of the Gentiles breathes, muft, in fome degree, actuate 
us. He faid, and each of us muft be difpofed to fay, 
my beart’s defire and prayer to God for I/rael, and for 
mankind, is, that they may be faved. At an early pe- 
riod did the vocation of the Gentiles begin to be fore- 
told. From the times of Abraham, I might have faid 
Noah, to the period in which we live, has it been, 
time after time, predicted. But, forreafons beft known 
to the wife difpofer of all things, it has hitherto been, 
ina great meafure, delayed. Melancholy to all the 
friends of religion 1s the recollection, that the enlight- 
ened part of the world ftili bears but a {mall propor- 
tion to the uninlightened part. Geographers have di- 
vided the world of mankind, comprehending about 
nine hunared and fifty millions of human beings, in- 
to thirty equal parts; and calculated, that of thefe, 
nineteen are Pagan idolaters; five Mahometans; and 
fix Chriftians, of the eaftern and weftern churches, 
Greeks, Catholics, and Proteftants. A late writer 
computes the prefent inhabitants of the earth, at on- 
ly eight hundred millions; of whom he fuppotes four 
hundred and eighty-one millions ftil] in a ftate of 
Heathenifm ; one hundred and forty millions Maho- 
metans ; nine millions Jews; and only one hundred 
and feventy millions Chriftians. Of thefe ninety mil- 
lions are Catholics; thirty millions Greeks and Ar- 
menians; and only fifty millions Proteftants. Melan- 
choly reflection! But, if the fubje& has a dark fide, 
it alfovhas a bright. What glorious profpeéts do the 
promifes and prophecies, Jewith and Chriftian, open ! 
Does not the.prefent afpect ot Providence encourage 





4) | f 32 he Darknefs of our Saviour’s Crucifixion. 





us to entertain the pleafing hope, that the period is 
via now at hand, in which the kingdoms of our world 
i a are to become the kingdom of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
i Pah in an extent unkaown in all former ages of the earth? 











The Queftion, whether the Darknefs at our Saviour’s Cru- 


cifixion was natural, or preternatural and miraculous, 
confidered. 







F this remarkable phenomenon three of the 
four evangelical hiftorians take particular notice. From 
the fixth hour there was darknefs over all the land unto the ¥ 
ninth hour. Matt. xxvii. 45. When the fixth hour was \F 

| come, there was darkne/s over the whole land until the © 
ninth hour. Mark xv. 33. And it was about the fixth 
hour and there was darknefs over ail the earth until the 
ninth hour. Luke xxiii. 44. At an early period was | 
the evangelical hiftory publifhed tothe world. It is 7 
a plain, fimple, artlefs relation of faéts. Neither Jews (7 
nor Pagans, notwithftanding their united and unre- || 
lenting oppofition to the Meffiah’s perfon, religion, & 
and followers, prefumed to contradict or even con- 
trovert it. In many of the incidents, which it relates, 
it is corroborated by various other writers. By the 
two famous Roman hiftorians, Tacitus and Suetonius, 
we are informed, that, at the time of our Saviour’s 
birth, there prevailed, not only over all Judea, but 
the other eaftern countries, a general expectation, | 
that a perfon was immediately to appear, who was to . 
be governor of the world. That there lived in Ju- 
dea, at the time to which tiie gofpel hifiory refers, 
fuch a perfon as Jefus of Nazareth, is univerfally ad- 

| ih mitted both by Jews and Pagans. The ftar that ap- 
te peared at his birth, and the vifit he received from the 
wile men of the ea‘t, are mentioned by Chalcidius 

‘ the Platonift. The flaughter of the children of Beth- 

(18 lehem by Herod, and the ceniure paft upon him, 

\\ on that account, by Augufius the Emperor, are re- 
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lated by Macrobius. Many of the miracles which Je- 
fus performed, are acknowledged by thofe moft vi- 
rulent and implacable enemies of Chriftianity, Celfus 
and Julian ; as well as by the authors of the Jewifh 
Talmud. That the power of the Pagan deities cea{- 
ed at the coming of Chrift, though he attributes this 
to their taking offence at the fetting up of the Chrif- 
tian religion, which he ignorantly charges with im- 
piety and profanenefs, is exprefsly allowed by Por- 
phyry. The crucifixion of Jefus under Pontius Pi- 
Jate, Tacitus has recorded. The crucifixion, with the 
earthquake, and the concomitant darknefs, are faid 
tohave beenadmitted into the public Roman secords; 
to which the firft advocates for the Chriftian caufe ap- 
pealed, and which their adverfaries did not pretend 
to deny. 

The chief queftion relative to the darknefs, that 
attended the crucifixion of the Meffiah, is, whether 
it was natural or miraculous. Certain perfons have 
imagined, that this darknefs was occafioned by a to- 
tal natural eclipfe of the fun. If this was the cafe, 
there was nothing preternatural or extraordinary in 
it. But fuch a fuppofition difcovers grofs ignorance 
of aftronomy, and particularly the nature of eclipfes. 
To all who are, in any meature, inftructed in the fub- 
lime {cience of aftronemy, it is well known, that fuch 
an eclipfe ofthe fun can happen only at the time of 
new moon; and fuch a darknefs, occafioned by ir, 
cannot poffibly continue lorger than four, or, at moft, 
five minutes. But the evangelical hiftorians inform 
us, that the crucifixion happened at the time of the 
full moon ; and continued for no Jefs than three hours, 
that is, according to the Jewith reckoning, from the 
fixth to the ninth hour. The crucifixion happened 
at the time of celebrating the paffover, and the cele- 
bration of the paffover was invariably held, not at 
the time of the new, but at the time of the full 
moon; when, according to the eftablithed laws of 
the heavenly bodies, there could be no natural 


eclipfe of the fun. The Jews hada twofold year; @ 
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34 =. The Darknéfs at onr Saviour’s Crucifixion. 
civiland a facred. The latter commenced at their des 
parture from Egypt; and was reckoned trom one 
vernal equinox to another. This regulated all their 
religious feftivals. They computed their months by 
the courte of the moon; the firft day of the moon, 
or, the firft day on which fhe was vifible, being the 
firft day of the month. The month, called in the old 
teftament Abib or Nifan, correfponding to the lat- 
ter part of our March and the former part of our A- 
pril, was the firft month of their facred year. On the 
tenth day of this month the pafchal lamb was taken 
from the flock ; on the evening of the fourteenth, 
when the moon was ful!, the lamb was flain, and the 
paflover-feaft celebrated. The law relative to this 
feftival 1s moft explicit, Exod. xii. Was the farft of 
the moon to the Jews, the firft day of the month? 
‘Was the celebration of the paffover expre{sly con- 
fined to the fourteenth day of the month? Then e- 
ver muft it have been kept at the time of the full 
moon; the time at which a natural eclipfe of the fun 
never did, never can happen. Agreeably to what I 
have now faid, Jofephus, the celebrated Jewifh hif- 
rorian, informs us, that the paflover was {tatedly ob- 
ferved on the fourteenth day of the month Nilan, ac- 
cording to the moon, when the fun was in the fign 
Aries; and that the funenters this fign at the time of 
the vernal equinox, 1s well known. 

It has been obferved, that in order that darknefs 
occafioned by a natural eclipfe of the fun may con- 
tinue for three hours, the moon’s motion in her or- 
bit, and the earth’s motion on her axis, muft be, for 
three hours, totally fufpended. It is added, that, in 
this cafe, if the power of gravitation be not fufpend- 
ed, the moon muft fall a great way toward the earth. 
Thus the fuppofition that this extraorcinary dark- 
nefs was owing toa natural eclipfe of the fun, 1s big 
with abfurdity; and, inftead of one, implies three 
miracles. 

Upon the whole, is the order of the heavenly bo- 
dies fuch, that a natural ecliple of the fun can haps 
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pen only at the time of new moon ; as an eclipfe of 
the moon can happen only when fhe ts full? Did the 
darknefs, that attended the crucifixion, happen at 
the time of full moon? Then is it certain to a demon- 
ftration, that it could not poffibly be natural. 

Isit pretended, as the laft fubterfuge, that this dark 
nefs was occafioned by a comet pafling between the 
fun and the earth 2? The continuance of the darknefs, 
for three hours, forbids fuch a fuppofition. | 

No wonder that the crucifixion of the Lord of 
glory was attended with circumflances extraordinary 
and unparalleled. Such another event never did, ne- 
ver willhappen. Do any hefitate concerning the e- 
vil or the danger of fin? Let them repairto Calvary, 
and view the fon of God, fuffering and fatisfying for 
it; fufpended between the heavens and the earth;.as 
if unworthy of a place either in the former or the lat+ 
ter; a {pectacle to God, to angels, to devils, and to 
men! No wonder though the fun refufed to fhine ; 
though the earth fhook to her centre; though the 
rocks rent, and the graves were opened ! 





— 


A memorable Inftance of the {pecial kindue/s of Providence, 
to a pious Family reduced to very necefitous Circum- 
fiances. 


HE infpired writer of one of thofe pfalms; 
the fubje&t of which is thar all-fuperintending Pro- 
vidence, which, though it extends to every creature, 
is, IN a peculiar manner, employed about the chil- 
dren of God in this world, fpeaks, from obfervation, 
thus, [ have been young and now am old; yet have I not 


my feen the righteous forfaken, nor bis feed begging bread. 


tran{mitted to pofterity. 


Pial. XXXVIL. 25. Among numerous other inftances, 
in which Providence has, in a fignal manner, inter- 
poled in behalf of the Godly in perilous times, and 
trying circumf{tances, the following deferves to be 
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The reverend David Anderfon had been a minifter 
at Walton, upon Thames, but, along with many o- 
ther worthy minifters, was ejected by the infamous 
Bartholomew aét, 1662. 

This good man, foon after/his ejetment, croffed 
the feas, went mto Zealand, and fettled in Middle- 
burgh, with his wife and five fmall children. Hav- 
ing no employment he foon confumed the littie mo- 
ney he had carried over with him ; owed a year’s rent 
for his houfe, and was reduced to the want of the ve- 
ry neceflaries of Jife. Yet {uch was his modefty, that 
he could not prevail with himfelf to make his cafe 
known in that ftrange Jand. In this condition, after 
he had been one morning at prayer with his family, 
his children afked fome bread for their breakfatt ; 
but having neither bread, nor money to buy any, 
they all burft into tears. In this crifis of diftrefs, 
the bell at the door rang ; and Mrs. Anderfon, in a 
mean habit, went to fee who was there. The perfon 
that rung the bell, afked for the miftrefs. She an- 
{wered, that her name was Anderfon. Here, fays 
he, a gentleman has fent you this paper; and will 
fend you fome provifions prefently. When they had 
opened the paper, they found forty pieces of gold in 
it. The meffenger, on delivering the paper, went a- 
way without telling his name, or whence he came. 
Soon after came a countryman with a load of fleth, 
fifth, herbs, bread, and other neceflary things. Nei- 
ther did he tell whence he came; nor did they to their 
dying day know who fent him. However, the re- 
verend John Quick, from whofe memoirs this ac- 
count is taken, being, in 1681, paftor of the Englith 
Church in Middleburgh, came, in an accidental 
manner, to the knowledge of the whole matter. For, 
as he wasat the country houfe of Mijn Heer de Kon- 
ing, a magiftrate of that city, and happened to men- 
tion that ftory, M. de Koning told him that he'was 
the perfon who carried the gold from Mijn Heer de 
Hofte, a pious merchant of that place, with whom 
he was then an apprentice. He added, that Mya 
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Heer deHofte,obferving a graveEnglith minifter walk. 
the ftreets frequently with a dejected countenance,was 
fecretly impelled by the good providence and {pirit 
of God, to inquire into his circumftances,and,appre- 
hending he was in want, fent him the gold by M. de 
Koning, and the provifions by. his country fervantr, 
faying, God forbid, that any of Chrift’s embafladors 
fhould be ftrangers, and we not vifit them ; or in dif- 
trefs, and we not relieve them. But he exprefsly 
charged both his fervants:not to difcover his name. 
This providential relief, befides preient provifion, en- 
abled 'good Mr. Anderfon to pay his debts. This 
fignal inftance of the great goodnefs of God he could 
not forbear to communicate to his religious friends 
and acquaintance. This coming to the ears of M. de 
Hofte, he afterwards found a fecret way of paying 
Mr. Anderfon’s rent for him yearly ; and conveying 
to him, befides, ten pounds fterling every quarter, 
which he managed in fuch a manner, that Mr. An- 
derfon never did or could know his benefactor, M. de 
Koning kept the whole matter fecret, as long as his 
matter lived, but thought himfelf at liberty to give 
this account after his death. 

Upon the death of Mr. Spang, minifter of the Eng- 
lifh church in Middleburgh, Mr. Anderfon was un- 
expectedly chofen in his ftead. When the meflenger 
came fromthe church to acquaint him with ir, his 
wife was fo over-borne with joy, at the goodne(s of 
God, in providing for them a {tation of utility and 
honour, and a maintenance certain and adequate to 
their wants, that it threw her into a fever, of which 
fhe died. Mr. Anderfon did not {furvive her long. 
The lords of the city became guardians to the five or- 
phans he Jeft behind him. The famous Anna Maria 
Shurman took one of his daughters, and two other 
Dutch gentlewomen the two others, and became mo- 
thers to them... M.de Hofle, took his. two fons un- 
der his own charge, and, by his laft will, bequeathed 
@ good portion to each of his daughters. He orders 
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ed that the eldeft fon, who was very pious, fhould be 
brought up a {cholar, and fettled upon him fixty 
pounds fterling per annum, for his education at one 
of their univerfities. The youngeft he appointed 
to be bound apprentice ; and, when he fhould be out 
of his time, to receive fixty pounds fterling to begin 
the world with. Thus Providence not only provided, 
in an extraordinary and unexpected manner, for that 
good man and faithful minifter of Jefus Chrift; but 
continued Its {pecial favour to his children after him. 
Whojo are wife and will obferve thefe things ; even they 
Shall underfiand the loving kindue/s of the Lord. 





Anecdote of the celebrated Mr. Hervey. 


4 

‘| HIS truly great man happened once to tra- 
vel in company with a lady, who chofe to introduce, 
as the topic of converfation, the advantages and the 
exquifite pleafure which, fhe faid, theatrical entertain- 
ments, in profpect and recollection, as well as dur- 
ing the time of performance, afforded her. After the 
had for fome time expatiated on the fubject, with 
great fluency, the good man accofted her to this ef- 
fect. Madam, you have enumerated many of the ad- 
vantages and pleafures you receive from theatrical 
entertainments; but one material thing has efcaped 
you. Pray tir, replied the, what is that? It is, madam, 
faid he, the exquifite pleafure that your reflections on 
the theatre will afford you ona death-bed,and in your 
depariing moments. This well-meant farcafm, un- 
der the direction of Providence, and through the a- 
gency of the divine Spirit, had a moft happy effect. 
It made an immediate and lafting impreflion on the 
Jady’s mind, and proved the bleffed occafion and 
mean of her converfion to religion, and infinitely fu- 
perior pleafures ; to which, amidft all her gaieties, a- 
sufements, and-joys, fhe had, tillthen, been an ut 
ter ftranger. This interefting incident has been beau- 
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tifully verfified in the following lines, which appear- 
ed in an early number of the Evangelical Magazine, 


‘© How’great my pleafures at the play! 
A lady once was heard to fay. 
Amusement furely all divine! 

Be {uch amusements always mine. 
Firft, there’s the joy I always know, 
Before the-hour arrives, to go; — 

And when I’m there—but who can fay 
What are my raptures at the play ? 
Befides, the recollected joy 

Next day affords me fweet employ.” 

‘© ‘That may be true,”’ a friend reply’d, 

‘* But is there mot one joy befide? 

You have not mentioned—tell me why, 

The joy of plays when cajl’d—to die! 
Perhaps a thunder bolt from heav’n 

Might then have lefs confufion giv’n. 

The gay young lady felt the fmarr, 
Conviction {feiz’d her wounded heartt 

No more fhe boafts her former joys, 

Religion now her thoughts employs. 

Falie pleafures can no more amiule, 

Superior biifs fhe now purfues. 

‘**O happy change!”’ fhe fays, and tells you why, 
Religion’s joys will laft, when call’d—to die.” 


CPOE Serres 





A brief Sketch of the Birth, Life, and Death of the 
Apofile Paul. 


HIS eminent apoftle, commonly called the 
apoftle of the Gentiles, is, in the New Teftamenr, 
known both by his Hebrew name Saul, and his Ro- 
man name Paul. He was by birth, as wel] as pro- 
fefiion, a Jew, of the tribe of Benjamin, and of the 
fect of the pharifees. He was born in Tarfus, ube 
capital of Cilicia, a country of Afia Minor. He had 
a iifter, married at-Jerufalem,whofe fon was of emi- 
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nent fervice to him, during his fufferings for religi- 
on in that city. Of a number of his kinfmen, who 
embraced the Chriftian religion, he makes exprefs 
mention, in the conclufion of his epiftle to the Ro- 
mans, He, in early life, enjoyed fingular advanta- 
ges for the literary and religious culture and improve- 
ment of hismind. Tarfus, the place of his nativ-ty, 
is faid to have been, at that time, the moft celebra- 
ted {chool in the world; and, for polite literature, to 
have equalled, if not furpafed, Athensand Alexandri- 
a. From Strabo, who lived in that age, the following 
account of it has been copied. ‘‘ The inhabitants of 
this place cherifh fuch a paffion for philofophy, and 
all the various branches of polite literature, that 
they have greatly exceeded Athens and Alexandria, 


_and every other place, in which there are {chools and 


academies for philofophy and erudition. But Tarfus 
differs in this, that thofe who here devote themfelves 
to the ftudy of literature, are almoft all natives of the 
country—there are not many from foreign parts who 
refide here. Nor do the natives of the country conti- 
nue here for life, but they. go abroad to finith their 
ftudies, and, when they have perfected themielves, 
they choofe to live in other places: there are but few 
who return home.” This obfervation of the hiftorian 
is exemplified in the fubfequent hiftory of our apof- 
tle. After giving a lift of feveral eminent men, who, | 
as philofophers, orators, poets, profeffors of the belles 
lettres, flourifhed in this city, Strabo concludes his 
account in the following words. ‘* But Rome can 
beft witnefs the great number of learned men, the na- 
tives of this city ; forit is full of learned men fromTar- 
fus and Alexandria.” In this city, fo celebrated for 
philotophy and fcience, Paul went through a courfe 
of Greek learning, and acquired an acquaintance 
with its moft elegant writers, whom we find him 
fometimes quoting. Having finifhed a courfe of li- 
beral education in this city, he travelled abroad to 
perfect himfelfin the various branches of ufeful learn- 


ing. His thirft for knowledge feems to have been 
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very great. He appears to have been a man of the 
fineft talents; of quick apprehenfion, great vivacity, 
and of fignal refolution. From Tarfus he removed 
to Jerufalem, to ftudy under Gamaliel, an eminent 
Jewith doctor, under whofe tuition he made an un- 
common proficiency in the knowledge of the law, 
and the acquifition of Rabbinical literature. Here 
he imbibed the ftrongeft prepoffeffions in favour of 
the Mofaic conftitution, and the fulleft conviction of 
its authority. His violent. zeal for the religion of his 
anceftors inftigated him to attempt, by every pofi- 
ble method, to crufh the new-born caufe of Chrifti- 
anity in its very infancy. Prompted by this violent 
precipitance, to which his veneration forthe law 
tranfported him, he gave his ready fuffrage for the 
death of the proto-martyr, Stephen, and kept the 
clothes of thofe who {tripped themfelves to embrue 
their hands in his blood. Thus blind, injudicious 
zeal hurried him on to the laft extravagances again{t 
the Chriftians. The profeffors of that religion he pur- 
fued every where with the moft implacable fury; 
forcibly entering private houfes, and, with unfeeling 
rage, dragging perfons of every age, and of every 
fex,to prifon. His moral character, in other refpects, 
was unexceptionable, For the fincerity and probity 
of his heart, he could appeal to God himfelf. He, as 
he himfelf afterwards informs us, acted ignorantly 
andinunbelief. Accordingly,inhis madand fangui- 
nary career, he was not permitted to perfift long. 
Concerning him, God had gracious defigns, and the 
feafon of their accomplifhment was at hand. Judea 
being too narrow to circumfcribe his zeal for perie- 
cuting the Chriftians, he went to the high prieft, and 
defired of him a commiffion to empower him to fup- 
prefs the obnoxious caufe in other parts. This bloo- 
dy mandate he eafily obtained. In purfuance of it 
he immediately fet out for Damafcus ; breathing def- 
truction to the whole Chriftian name. But, as he 
approached the city, he was fuddenly and finally 
{topped in his mad anddangerouscareer. He receiv- 
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ed, in a manner truly unexpected and extraordina- 
ry, the fulleft conviction, that the caufe he laboured 
to exterminate,was the caule of God. Striking proof 
of the fovereignty, the riches, the refiftlefsefficacy of 
faving grace! A moft cruel, bloody perfecutor, is 
immediately converted into a moft zealous, fuccefs- 
ful preacher of Chriftianity. In this facred caufe he 
now embarked; and, witha fpirit and ardour which 
nothing could extinguifh, with an intrepidity and 
fortitude, which perfecution and death, in all their 
horrid forms, never could move, he propagated it in 
the world; migrating from country tocountry, from 
city to city, night and day, in feafon and out of fea- 
fon, teaching and inculcating the religion of Jefus 
——paffing through honour and dishonour, reputation 
and dilreputation; flandered, abufed, calumniated, 
fcourged, imprifoned, ftoned; yet accounting all 
thofe dreadful {cenes as nothing for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Jefus Chrift his Lord. Cheerfully 
did he fuffer the lofs of all his fecular advantages, 
and worldly emoluments, and temporal honours. 
Important, indeed, and diverfified, are the incidents 
of the life and miniftry of this famous Apoftle. 
What a feries of extraordinary dangers, and no lefs 
extraordinary deliverances! 

As Paul had appealed to Cefar, it is probable, that 
he was foon after his arrival in the capital, brought 
before him. The indulgence he experienced inthe 
city, where he was allowed to live in his own hired 
houfe, for two years, has been fuppofed to have been 
owing to the information which Julrus, the captain 
of the guard, gave concerning the occurrences of the 
voyage; in which the Apoftle had performed mira- 
culous cures at Melita, and predicted both the Jofs of 
the (hip, and the pretervation of the paffengers. Whi- 
ther the Apoftle went at the expiration of thefe two 
years, when he obtained his liberty, ts not certainly 
known. Some have fuppofed, that he travelled into 
Spain, if not into Britain, preaching the gofpel. O- 
thers have imagined it more probable, that he con= 
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tinued in Rome, the centre of the empire, into which 
there was a general concourfe of people from all quar- 
ters ; which rendered it the moft eligible firuation for 
propagating Chriftianity, and receiving intelligence 
concerning the ftate of the churches in the various 
quarters of the world. This illuftrious champion for 
the Chriftian caufe is fuppofed to. have fealed his.tef-~ 
timony with his blood, and receivedthe crown.of mar- 
tyrdom in the cruel perfecution, which was raifed by 
the bloody Nero, on occafionof the burning of Rome; 
concerning which Suetoniusand Tacitus have inform- 
ed us. This perfecutioncommenced inthe year of our 
Lord 64. Concerning the occafion and oftenfible rea- 
fon of the burning of the city, hiftorians are not ful- 
ly agreed. Some {uppofe that Nero, that monfter of 
men, in his wanton cruelty, fet fire to the city, that 
he might enjoy the glory of rebuilding it, and call- 
ing it by his own name. But Suetonius, in his life 
of Nero, informs us, that whena certain perfon in con- 
verfation faid, ‘‘for ought I care, when I am dead,, 
the world may be fet on fire ;” the tyrant replied, ‘* it 
fhall be done while I am living.” Immediately after 
he devifed methods to carry his execrable purpofe, 
fo far as it related to Rome, into.execution. ‘This hor- 
tible conflagration continued for no lefs than fix days 
and feven nights ; confuming a great number of tem- 
ples and other ftately edifices, as well asthe habita- 
tions of private citizens; many of whom perifhed ia 
the flames. This awful {cene,the bare recital of which 
fhocks humanity, the monfter beheld with pleafure, 
from a lofty turret; and, diverting himfelf, as he ex- 
preffed it, with the beauty of the flame, drefled in the 
habit which he ufuaily wore onthe ftage, fung a poem, 
called, The DefruGion of Troy. Having perpetrated 
this villany he had the audacity to charge it on the 
Chriftians ; that he might exercife his cruelties upon 
them, under the plaufible pretext of Juttice. 

His ingenuity thetyrant racked to invent {uch a va- 
riety of exquifite torturesas were moft congenial to his 
own favage dilpofition. Some were wrapped in the 
dkins of wild beafts to be devoured by dogs; others 
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were daubed with inflammable matter, and, at the clofe 
of the day, fet on fire like torches, to give light to 
paflengers ; while Nero himfelf,whodrove about wan- 
tonly in his chariot, increafed their mifery by mockery 
and derifion. As it is probable, that this perfecution 
raged as far as the Roman authority itfelf extended, 

the number of victims muft have been immenfe. But 
that almighty Saviour, who holds in his hands the 
reigns of univerfal government, caufed the very fu- 
ry of the perfecutor to promote the intereft of Chrif- 
tianity.—Amidft their dreadful fufferings, he ena- 
bled the Chriftians fo to demonftrate the invincible 
energy of his religion, that they even gloried in their 
tribulations. 

To the perfecuted church acceffions were, day af- 
ter day, made. Even inthe family of the cruel Nero 
Paul had feals of his miniftry. He, we are told, was 
happily inftrumental in the converfion of a favourite 
concubine; who, afterwards, declining the emperor’s 
company, he formed, and {peedily executed, the mur- 
derous purpofe of putting the apoftle todeath. Asthis 
eminent martyr was led to the place of execution, 
two of his guard, we are informed, were converted ; 
and fuffered martyrdom a few days afterwards. He 
finifhed his triumphant courfe at a place called the 
Salvian waters ; and was buried on the way of Ofti- 
um. Over his grave a magnificent church was after- 
waras built, which remains to this day. 


Nature full of Life. 

THE waters teem, the dry land fwarms, with fenfi- 
tive exiftence. The fubterraneous cells, the inmoft 
recefles of the hard ftone, all the productions of the 
orchard, the pure ftream, the tran{parent air, are full 
of unfeen inhabitants. Has the gracious Creator given 
to fuch minute beings, a capacity for animal gratifica- 
tions? Has he, in his tender care for us, made them 
imperceptible toour fenfes? How aftonifhing his good- 
nefs! Were they perceptible to, our fenfes we fhould 
abhor our fweeteft drink; and in the dead of night, 
when all is fileace, we would be ftunned with noile! 
































THEOLOGY.‘ 








A Series of leftures on the various doétrines and duties of 
the chriftian religion, intended to explain, and to efta- 
blifh them againft the objections of Jews, Deifis, and 
other adverfaries ; forming a regular [yfiem of duétrinal 
and practical Divinity ; inter{perfed with occafonal hif- 
torical accounts of the moft material controverfies in re- 
ligion, and in philofopby as connected with religion, 
which have been agitated in earlier and later times. 


LECTURE. I. 


IJ. Tim. ui. 16. Al] Scripture is given by in[piration 
of God; and is profitable for doéttrine, for reproof, for 


correciton, for inftrucfion in righteoufne/s. 


NTENDING to elucidate, in their natural 
order, the various parts of revealed religion, I begin 
with an account of thofe infpired books which are, 
at once, the reafon and the rule.of our faith and of 
our duty. This, manifeftly, is a fubje@&t of great ex- 
tent, Importance and utility. In treating it I fhall 
confider the neceffity, the extent, the perfection, the infpi- 
ration, the contents, the divifions, of the facred fcriptures, 
and the important falutary purpofes they are intended and 
calculated to fubferve. 

To pave the way for the illuftration of thefe par- 
ticulars IJ mutt fuggeft a few preliminary obfervati- 
ons. 

That great God, who alone could create man, 
and who alone can fave him, in his now lapied 
{tate, is entitled to appoint and reveal to him the way 
by which the important end of his creation and of 
his redemption may be accomplithed. Not only are 
we, without revelation, ignorant of the only way in 
which we can, either glorify or enjoy God, in our 
now fallen ftate, burn, Adam _ himteif, great as his 
Knowledge originally was, didnot, ac firft, fully 
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know the extent of that obedience which he owed, 
on the performance of which the honour of his ma- 
ker and his own happinefs necetfarily depended. If, 
we fuppofe an interval, as, I think, we muft, howe- 
ver fhort it may have been, between his creation and 
the propofal of the covenant of works to him, as the 
federal head of his numerous pofterity ; he mutt 
have been, at firft, ignorant of one fpecial circum- 
fiance on which both his duty and his felicity prin- 
cipally depended.—From the commencement of his 
exiftence he was under the moral Jaw, which ts of u- 
niverfal and perpetual obligation. The difference 
between a law anda covenant, I fhall, in the fequel, - 
have occafion to explain. Of the fuperadded law, re- 
Jative to the fruit of a particular tree, on which his 
ftanding or falling was chiefly to turn, he muft ori- 
ginally have been totally ignorant. Was innocent 
Adam, for a time, ignorant ofa particular inftance, 
on which his duty and his happineis fo effentially 
depended ? Unacquainted muft his whole pofterity 
be with that sezv way, in which alone they can, in 
their now fallen ftate, glorify and enjoy God, till he, 
by the gofpel, reveal it to them. 

Again, it we had, along with the rule which A- 
dam, tn his firft flate, had to dire&t kim how he was 
to glorify and enjoy God; that knowledge of it, and 
that ability to fulfil it, which he then had; all this 
would be utterly infufiicient to direct us in what 
manner we may glorify and enjoy him in our now 
lapled condition. But who of all the fallen pofterity 
of Adam can, according to the tenor and terms of 
the covenant of works, either glorify or enjoy God? 
Even on fuppofition, that we could do all that in- 
nocent Adam did, nay, all that he was required to 
do, an infuperable obftacle would ftill lie in the way 
of our entering into eternal life. We now are finners, 
and for our multiplied and aggravated offences fa- 
tisfaGion is demanded; ,and fatisfaction adequate, 
at once, tothe number and magnitude of our crimes, 
and to the dignity of that great Being whom we have 


offended. How thall this be effected? Are thoufands of 
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rams, or ten thoufands of rivers of oii, {ufficient ? No. 
Bur may not human victims fuflice ? No. Even 
the fruit of the body is declared to be utterly inade- 
quate to atone for the fin of the foul. But why do I talk 
either of our fulfilling the precept or fatisfying the pe- 
nalty of the law? Of its original propenfion and a- 
bility to good, human nature is now unhappily def- 
poiled. The covenant of works was calculated for 
the meridian of the innocent ftate ; not at all for the 
fallen. If ever, therefore, we in our now finful ftate, 
either glorify or enjoy God, it muft be im the way, and 
according tothe tenor, of another and better cove- 
nant. This leads me to obferve, 

That, immediately after the fall, it was revealed to 
man, that he was both to glorify and enjoy God, in a 
way, with which tll then he was, and without reve- 
lation, ever muft have been, unacquainted. The e- 
ternal fecret was difclofed. To the aftonifhment and 
the joy of men and angels, it was difcovered, that 
previous to the violation of the covenant of works, 
and the confequent ruin of the human race; nay, 
prior tothe producticn of the heavens and the earth, 
God had tranfacted with a perfon, in all retpects fu- 
perior to. Adam, a better covenant, by the fulfilment 
of which the redemption of fallen man was to be ef- 
fected. Evenprior to their expulfion from the para- 
difaical {pot, was this diicovery of the aftonifhing 
expedient for the recovery of our loft world, grant- 
ed toour fallen parents. At fo early a period was the 
gofpel preached in our world. It was expretsly re- 
vealed, that, at a future period, the feed of the woman 
was to brutfethe head of the ferpent. The way of man’s 
return to the terreftrial paradi(e wasto be finally (hut, 
but the way of admiffion into the celeftial was opened. 
Tt is afked, Was the revelation granted to the firft hu- 
man pair, immediately after the fall, the {ame which 
we have in the facred fcriprures? The an{wer is ob- 
vious ; the fame, in fubftance, it, doubrlefs, was. For 
Adam, and for his numerous pofterity, there is one 
Saviour, and one common falvation. There are, how- 
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ever, two obvious refpeéts, in which the revelation of 
the Saviour and of his falvation, differs in earlier and 
later times. 

In point of extent and perfpicuity. The radical re- 
velation, which our original progenitors received, 
was, during the patriarchal ages, and during the Mo- 
faic economy, in a gradual manner, amplified and 
enlarged. At Jaft, by the perfonal miniftry of our 
Lord, and his furviving apoftles, it was completed, 
and the facred canon clofed. This was certified by 
a folemn declaration, that, as nothing is to be di- 
minifhed from it, no addition is to be made to it. 

This revelation was, for many years, verbal and 
traditionary ; tran{mitted by the long-lived patri- 
archs from generation to generation. It was, howe- 
ver, in due time, committed to writing. It is a re- 
ceived opinion, that no part of the facred volume was 
written till the times of Mofes. That he wrote the 
pentateuch, or firft five facred books, and the nine- 
tieth pfalm, we know; and it is the opinion of many, 
that he alio wrote the book of Job. Now, according 
to our beft chronologers, Mofes was born about the 
year of the world 2433; and was commiffioned to 
lead Ifrael out of Egypt about the year 2513. Thus 
did the world and the church tubfift for no lefs than 
two thoufand and five hundred years, before any one 
of the facred books was written. The church, as well 
as the world, fubfifted for upwards of four thoufand 
years, before any one of the books of the New Tefta- 
ment was written.—How many and how great are 
our privileges and advantages! I add, 

That, without revelation, man, now fallen, can- 
not anfwer the purpofes either of his creation, or his 
redemption; he cannot acceptably glorify, or truly 
enjoy God. One of the many ftratagems, which the 
enemy of God and religion has long ufed to difcre- 
dit revelation, and defeat the falutary defigns of 1, 
is a {pecious,but abfurd, pretext ; that itis unnecefla- 
ry. It is pretended, that what is called the light of 
nature, is fuflicient to direé&t man to everlafting feli- 
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city. But, if the light of nature be fufficient for one 
nation, or one man, muft it not be fufficient for all? 
If it be fufficient for all, why is revelation granted 
to any? Does God any thing, in the world, or in 
the church, in vain? Let us appeal to facts. Concern- 
ing the fituation of both the pagan world and the Chrif- 
tian, we have information fufficient, to enable us to 
form a comparative eftimate. Are pagans and Crifti- 
ans, in fact, equally informed concerning their duty or 
their happinefs ? The extent and limits of natural re- 
ligion it 1s exceedingly difficult to afcertain. Among 
the wifett pagan nations we finda mixture of the dic- 
tates of their own reafonand the traditions of their an- 
ceftors; traditions as ancient as the times of Noah, 
from whofe family all the inhabitants of the earth have 
{prung. That there is evil], both moral and penal, in 
the world, the unenlightened nations know. But afk 
them, either how evilentered into the world, or in what 
way it may be effectually expelled from the world, and 
you, atonce, filencethem. Tothisinterefting, necef- 
{ary queftion,unenlightened reafon can furnilh no an~ 
fwer. What filly, what cruel, what unavailing expe- 
dients have the unenlightened part of mankind ufed 
to appeafe the Deity, and extricate themfelves from 
the miferies in which they have found themfelves in- 
volved! Fallen man, indeed, retains fome inbred no- 
tions of right and wrong. But with regard to the true 
knowledge of his duty,and,the all-important concerns 
of the world to come, he is as ftupid as he can be 
fuppofed to be, not to be altogether degraded from 
the rank of a rational, to that of an irrational animal. 
Tothe moft ftupid ofanimals;the ox,the afs,the wild afs, 
the wild afs’scolt,ishe compared. Job,xi.12. Tothea- 
nimals, the infedts is he fent for inftruction. Prov. vi. 
6—11. Of the immortality of the foul, and a future 
ftate, how doubtfuily do the wifeft of the pagan phi- 
Jofophers, Socrares himfelf not excepted, fpeak ? That 
there is a God all nature proclaims. But of a Deity 
what low and unworthy, impure and bafe, ideas do 
. 
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the unenlightened nations entertain? In what a fitu- 
ation are the inhabitants of the far greater part of Afia, 
Africa, and America? In what deplorable circum- 
itances were the inhabitants of that {mall, but favour- 
ed, quarter of the world, Europe, previous to the pub- 
lication of the gofpel among them? All who are con- 
verfant in the hiftory of mankind anticipate every 
thing I can fay here. We find them, in their unchrifti- 
anized ftate, acting in a manner, which it is a dif- 
grace to human nature to relate. In what a fituation 
do we find the wifeft, the moft learned, the politeft 
nations of the world, while unenlightened by the gof- 
pel? Not only do we find the heavenly luminaries de- 
ified by them; but almoft every creature on the earth, 
and under it, worfhipped as a god. Not only the fruits 
of the earth, and the moit ufeful animals; but the 
uglieft and moft noxious creatures; ftocks and ftones; 
nay, fhameful to tell, imaginary beings have had di- 
vine honours paid tothem. To fuch an aftonifhing de- 
gree have imaginary, nominal divinities been multi- 
plied, that certain writers have reckoned up, among 
one people, a people celebrated all over the world for 
refinement and literature, the Greeks, no lefs a num- 
ber than thirty thoufand! An ancient writer informs 
us that in one temple dedicated to Venus, in the city 
of Corinth, there were no lefs than a thoufand prief- 
teffes, who made proflitution a part of their devoti- 
ons to that unhallowed goddefs. Itis faid, that, in a- 
nother quarter of the world, on acertain occafion, no 
lefs then fixty thoufand human victims were facrificed 
in one temple, in the {pace of four days. 

Such is the ftate of the unenlightened world. In fuch 
a {tate of things is there no need of revelation ? Is there 
no need of the gofpel to call and convert men from 
darknefs to light; from the power of fatan to God? 

Vhat fay the infpired writers on this fubject ? A pro- 
phet of the Old Teftament affures us, that where 
there is no vifion, the people perifo. An apoftle of the 
New Teftament, in the moft exprefs manner, affirms, 


The Sacred Scriptures. 5k 


that the only same under heaven and among men, in which 
there is fa/vation for guilty man, is that of Fefus Chrifi? | 
—W hat faith the Son of God himfelf on this fubject ? § 
He perfectly coincides with his prophets and his apof- 
tles. In his folemn addrefs to his heavenly father, on 
a very memorable occafion, he {peaks thus, this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God, and 
Fefus Chrift, whom thou haft fent. How neceflary, then, 
and how ineftimably precious the gofpel ! By it we ob- 
tain the faving knowledge of the one true God, and of 
the one Mediator between God and men, the man 
Chrift Jefus. On whom is she Lord Fefus to be revealed 
from heaven, in flaming fire, to take vengeance? Let an a- 
pottle fay—On them that know not God, and ‘obey not the 
gofpel of our Lord Fefus Chrift. 1. Thets.i. 7.8. Ithas been 
faid, if revelation be fo neceflary and valuable a blel- 
fing, why is it not granted to all mankind? Why 1s it 
beftowed only on a part, the lefs part, and withheld 
from the greater? I, in my turn, afk, ls human com- 
prehenfion, which ever is imperfect, often erroneous, 
aproper ftandard to adjuft the diftribution of avn 
fovours? Is man wiler than Him who made man? Why 
did he make one of hts numerous creatures a grain of 
fand; anothera glorious feraph? Is one man,. who is 
rich, diffatisfied with his lot, becaufe his neighbour ts 
poor? Is the learned man discontented, becaufe many 
around him are illiterate ? 

It is afked, if revelation be of fuch a falutary nature 
and tendency, why does it not produce, on all who re- 
ceive it, effects correfponding to its genius and defign ? 
This objection Originates in inattention to the impor- 
tant diftinction between natural and moral caufes. 
The former, by a kiad of neceffity, produce their pro- 
per effects. Thus watcr extinguifhes fire; fire burns 
combuftible matter. Caufes or means of the latter 
kind do not by any fuch natural neceffity or intrinfic 
efficacy produce their effects. That the gofpel, in its 
con{titution and defign, is admirably calculated to ac- 
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| complith the falutary purpofes for which it was grant- 
ed to the world, isadmitted even by its moft violent 
| oppoters. But that it only is a mean, to which hea- 
Jone, who appointed it, can add veehtible efficacy 
and faving fuccefs, the {cripture invariably affirms ; 
and the teftimony of {cripture, the experience of every 
age corroborates. The divine {pirit 1s the agent, the 
gofpel the grand mean he employs, in the falvation of 
finful man. It is urged, if the word cannot accom- 
plith the falvation of the foul, without the concurring 
energy of the {pirit; why is not the {pirit communi- 
cated to every man, to whom the gofpel is preached 
I reply, who isthe man, that has afked the {pirit, and 
has not received him? He, whofe words are all more 
permanentthan heavenor earth, has exprei(sly faid,your 
heavenly father will give the holy {pirit to them that afk him. 
It is queried, in fine, Can we be certain we now have 
in pofleffion thofe, and all thofe books uncorrupted 
and unaltered, in which revelation was originally re- 
corded? It may fuffice to fay, no nation on earth can 
be more certain of their public records, preferved, with 
the utmoft care, in their archives, than we are of the 
{criptures now in our hands. The Jews preferved the 
Jaw of Mofes, as the law of their kingdom, in the 
moft facred part of the tabernacle that was erected in 
the wildernefs, and of the temple which was afterwards 
built at Jerufalem. The law of Mofes, the pfalms, and 
the prophets were read, publicly, in their fynagogues, 
every fabbath-day. With fuch furprifing exactnefs 
and {crupulofity did their learned men infpect and guard 
the facred text, Jeft it fhould, in any inftance, be cor- 
rupted or altered, that they counted the very number 
of the letters of each hai: Never was another book 
watched or kept with fuch punctuality and exa&nefs. 
Never was there, never will there be, another book 
written, of equal neceflity, importance, or utility.— 
Many corruptions and abules did our Lord, in the days 
of his perfonal miniftry, correct among the Jews. But 
docs he, do his apoflles, give the {mallef{t intimation 
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that any of the facred books were loft or corrupted) 
among them? No, not the {malleft hint. From our§ 
Lord’s afcenfion to the period in whch we live, the} 
{criptures, of both the Old Teftament and the New,| 
have been univerfally read in all parts of the Chriflian 
world. Toalter thefe fcriptures, or any part of them,} 
no church, popifh or proteftant, has ever attempted. | 
Numerous ancient manufcriptsare ftillextant Nuam-} 
berlefs tranflations, efpecially of the New Teftament,} 


‘ 
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have been made, in both earlier and later times. Vari-} 
ous readings in the Greek New Teftamenr, indeed, 
occur. Thefe have been, with great diligence and 
labour, colleted. By whom, for what purpofe, has} 
the colleG@tion been made; by the enemies of revela-| 
tion, to invalidate its authority ? No, but by its friends | 
to afcertain and ftrengthen its authority. Of all thofe | 
numerous, various readings, not one has the {malleft 
tendency to overthrow a fingle article of Chriftian faith. | 
They relate to accents, letters and tuch {mall matters. | 
Comparing a number of copies we are enabled fully to 
eftablith the genuine reading of the facred text. 

The intpired writings I need notenumerate. The 
books of the Oid Teftament, beginning with Genefis 
and ending with Malachi, are univerfaily received as 
canonical, both among Jews ard Chriftians. The 
books of the New Teftament, beginning with Mat 
thew and ending with the Revelation, are no leis uni-" 
verfally allowed to be canonical, by Chriftians of all 
denominations, popith and proteftant. 

With regard to the holy {criptures there are, efpe- 
cially, two extremes, into each of which, numbers 
have gone. Many pretend that they are altogether un- 
neceflary. Others pretend, that not only the {crip- 
tures, which we have admitted intothe facred canon, 
but additional regulations, are neceflary, to direct us | 
how we may accomplifh the important purpofes for, 
which we were fent into the world. In this inftance, 
Jews and Chriftians, however wide!y they differ in other 
things, agree. Profefling themfelves to be, in effect, 
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wifer than God, they difcover their own extreme folly. 
Often has fatan transformed himfelf into an angel of 
Jight. 

Itis pretended by the Jews, that, in addition tothe 
Jaw which is contained in the five books of Mofes, 
that illuftrious prophet received from God, a variety 
of revelations, which he did not commit to Writing ; 
but communicated verbally to Aaron; Aaron, or his 
fons, to the judges ; the judges to the prophets ; and the 
prophets to one another, from generation to generati- 
on. According to this bypothefis the Jews had a two- 
foid law to dire&t them in matters, both civil and re- 
ligious ; the one contained in the facred books ; the o- 
ther oral, tranfmitted from age to age, by tradition. 
The laft, according to them, afcertained the fenfe of 
the firft. The {criptural law, without the oral, they 
conficered as imperfect, doubtful, and precarious ; if 
not unmeaning. 

E-xceedingly did thofe traditions multiply, in the in- 
terval between the removal of the prophetic {pirit from 
the Jewifh church and the advent of the Meffiah. 
Hence, on his arrival in our world, he foundthe Jews 
fo wofully degenerated, that their religion confifted 
almoft entirely in the obfervation of traditionary rites. 


Of thefe an enumeration 1s unnecefflary. Not a few 
of them are nugatory and trifling ; {ome whimfical and 


Judicrous; others impious and wicked. Thofe tradi- 
tions were collected; and this collection, is, in ecclefi- 
aftical hiftory and among theological writers, known 
by the name of the Talmud, This work confifls of two 
parts, called the Mifhna, andthe Gemara. The for- 
mer contains the text, or the traditions themfelves; 
the latter commentaries upon them. The Mifhna, 
which comprehends all the regulations, inftitutions, 
and laws, which, in addition to the Hebrew {criptures, 
the Jews reckoned themfelves bound to obferve, was, 
we are told, compiled towards the end of the fecond 
century. It is faid to have been the work of Rabbi 
jehuda Hakkadofh ; and to have employed him for 
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no lefs than forty years. The commentaries and addi- | 
tions, which fucceeding Rabbins made, are faid to have | 
been collected by Rabbi Jochanan Ben Eliezer, fome | 
fay in the fifth, others in the fixth, and others in the } 
feventh century. To the Mifhna additions were made | 
by the Jewith doGors in Babylon, in the fixth, or ac- | 
cording to certain writers, inthefeventh century. Ac- | 
cordingly, in the Jewith hiftory we often read of two 
Talmuds, diftinguifhed by the names of the Talmud 
of Jerufalem, and the Talmud of Babylon. The latt 
is faid to be held inthe higheft eftimation among the 
Jews. 

The Romifh church, in apparent imitation of the 
Jewith, pretends, that in addition to the fcriptures of 
the New Teftament, the apoftles received from our 
Lord, a variety of canons relative to the polity of the 
Chrifttan church, which have been handed down from 
apoftolical times; and are to be trani{mitted, and, in 
every fucceeding age of the church, obferved, to the 
end of the world. But this is all pretence. Not to 
infift on the many obvious miftakes to be found in 
thofe canons and conftitutions called apoftolical, it may 
fuffice to fay, that, from feveral circumftances, it is 
fuficiently manifeft, that they were not compofed till 


long after the death of all the apoftles. There is every ¢ 


reafon to think, that they were not known in the world, 
tillafter the eftablifhment of Chriftianity in the Roman 
empire, and through the ambition of afpiring church- 
men, abufing that encouragement which they had 
from the fecular powers, that hierarchy, unknown to 
the apofiles, was formed, which afterwards arrived at 
a moft exorbitant pitch, and was produétive of effects 
the moft baneful to genuine Chriftianity. They feem 
to have madetheir appearance inthe fifth, or, at foon- 
eft inthe fourth century; when, as every one who is, 
im the Jeaft, acquainted with the hiftory of the an- 
cient church, knows, manifold corruptions had crept 
into It. 


Ag for the books, commonly called apserypba, it is 












i 
i 
1! 56 The Sacred Scriptures. 
i unneceffary for me to enlarge concerning them. The 
} appellation apocrypha, is of Greek original, and lite- 
hi) rally fignifies hidden, unknown. lt has been queried, 
)) why they are called apocryphal or unknown books. To 
i this it has been faid, that the writers of thefe books, or, 
' at leaft, fome of them, are not known. But this can 
be no lufficient reafon either for denominating them a- 
|) pocryphal, or excluding them from the facred canon. 
There are facred books, whofe authority is not doubt- 
ed, the writers of which are not certainly known. It 
has been f{aid, that they are called apocryphal, becaufe 
they are not publicly read. But neither is this reafon 
'fatisfactory. For though, they be not publicly read 
among us, they are among others. They may be nam- 
ed apocryphal or unknown books, becaute they want 
, thoie characters and marks of divine authority, by 
which the facred {criptures are known to be the word 
of God, and diftinguifhed from all {purious compofi- 
tions. Accordingly, though thofe apocryphal books 
be fometimes, printed along with the fcriptures of the 
Oidard New Teftament, they are not intermixed e1- 
| ther withthe former orthe latter, but ufually placed be- 
| ( tweenthetwo. Many parts of them muft be allowed 
m,« to be ufeful ; but infpired they are not. ‘They appear 
Met to hove been totally unknown inthe firft and beft times 
+ of Chriftianiry. Neither Jews nor Chriftians acknow- 
; Jedged the divinity of them tll the Romith church 
adit. Nor did the doit, till fhe had, in various in- 
| 1 flances, degenerated from her ancient purity. Even 
) 4 the council of Trent, when it prefumed to eflablifh 
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the authority of thole books, found fome parts of them 

{o romantic and iabulous, impious and falle, that it 
4 feems to have been afhamed to admit them into the 
t facred canon. ‘The indications, not merely of human 
uw frailty, but human depravity, which thofe {purious 
! x compofi ions exhibit, are too numerous to be recited 
: feon this occafion, and too glaring to efcape the obler- 
i varion even of afuperficial reader. 
i In the hiflorical books of the Old Teftament we 
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find mention of a variety of writings, extant in early 
times, which are now loft. Ufeful they might be; but 
infpired they, doubrlefs, were not. Had they belong- 
ed tothe facred canon, they muft have been preferv- 
ed. Of thefe we know little more than their names, 
Such were the book of the wars of the Lord. Num. xxi. 


14. The book of Fafber, 1. Sam. i. 18. The book of Na- 


A than the prophet, the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, ihe 
vifions uf Iddo the feer, U1. Chron. ix. 29. Unlets the 


writers of thofe books were writers of fome of the ca- 


= nonical books of the Old Teftament, how ufeful foever 


their writings might, for a time, be, they muft have 
been uninfpired men. Heavenand earth may pals a- 
way; but an article of revelation cannot be loft. 

In feveral paffages of the New Teftament there are 
fuppofed to be intimations of books in high eftima- 
tion among the apoftles ; but which, if ever they ex- 
ited, have long ago perifhed. For inftance, in I. Cor. 
v. g. the apoftle befpeaks the Corinthian converts 
thus, / wrote unto you in an epiftle not to company with for- 
nicators. There are, in general, two ways, in which 
thefe words have been interpreted. #ither the apof- 
toltcal writer refers to the preceding context, in which 
he {peaks to the above effect ; or he intends a former 
letter, which he had fent to the Chriltian converts in 
Corinth ; but which, how excellent and ufeful foever it 


| might be, was not divinely infpired, and, therefore, 


did not belong to the facred canon. The apoftle Jude, 


j in the fourteenth and fifteenth verfes of his epiftle, has 


been underftood to allude to a prophetical book writ- 


| ten by the venerable patriarch Enoch ; of whofe birth, 
| exemplary life, and miraculous tranflation to heaven, 
y the infpired writer of the book of Genefis has given 


usaconcifeaccount. Certain eaftern writers inform us, 


y that this illuftrious patriarch received from heaven 


many volumes of occult fciences and wonderful dif. 

coveries. But this is all romance. There is, indeed, 

faid to be extant a book alcribed to Enoch ; which, 

it is faid, was, for many centuries, buried in oblivion, 
H 
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)) and was difcovered about two hundred years agc. To 
) every unprejudiced perfon, however, it muft be mani- 
) feft, that this compofition is of a much later date, and 
lower original. The writer feems,indeed,to have been 

a perfon of a fruitful invention ; but whether Jew or 
Chriftian, ts not certainly known. Of a book written 
by Enoch the apoftle has faid nothing. The fact, that 
Enoch prophelid of the laft judgment, the apoftle was 
th{pired to record, for the information of the church 
to the end of the world. But whether he related ir as 
a well-known tradition, or as fuggefled to him by im- 
mediate revelation from heaven, it is not neceflary 
for us to know. All fuch apocryphal ‘books, whate- 
ver Jews or Chriftians may pretend, want that indeli- 
ble impreffion of a divine original, which is the pecu- 
liar characteriftic of the canonical books. 

Here it is natural to afk, How comes it to pafs, 
that the books called canonical, are fuperior to all o- 
ther writings in the world? For this the text, that is 
prefixed to this leCture, fufficiently accounts. Two 
important particulars relative to the canonical {crip- 
tures are afirmed by it; their heavenly origin ; and 
the important falutary purpofes they are intended and 
calculated to fubferve. 

Thefe books, to the exclufion of all other writings 
in the world, are afirmed to be given by infpiration of 
God. Of infpi iration I will not attempt any logical de- 
‘finition, or critical difcufion. Far lefs will I, inthis 
place canvaf{s the different hypothefes and queftions 
concerning it, which have been agitated among criti- 
cal writers. Suffice it to fay, that our beft writers con- 
fider it, as confifting of three kinds, or, at leaft, three 
degrees ; which are “diftinguifhed by the names of /u- 
perintendency, elevation, and fuggefion. ‘The general na- 
ture of thefe feveral kinds or degrees of in{piration, 
feems to be fufficiently iniimated by their different 
names. They manifeftly indicate a gradation. Su- 
perintendency denotes the lowett, elevation a high- 


er, and {uggeftion the higheftkind or degree of intpi- 
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ration. The firft intimates, that the facred pen- 
men were under the fuperintending influence of 
the Holy Ghoft, only fo far as was neceflary to pre- 
ferve them from grofs errors and miftakes. The fe- 
cond intimates, that the facred writers were not only, 
preferved from grofs errors and miftakes, but were en- 
abied to write with a degree of elevation and dignity,. 
to which, without fuch fupernatura] affiftance, they ne- 
ver could have attained. The third kind of infpirati- 
on, not only enabled the facred amanuenfes, to avoid 
errors, and write with elevation and dignity ; but, in 
a, fupernatural manner, communicated to them from | 
heaven what they were to write. The queftion now is, | 
which of thefe kinds or degrees of infpiration is in- 
tended in the paffage that is prefixed to this difcourfe 5. 
in other words, with which of them were the facred 
penmen, of the Old and New Teftament,. favoured ? 
On this, as on almoft every other fubject, different o- 
pinions have been advanced. One infifts, that no high- 
er degree of infpiration was needful, or granted to the 
facred writers, than that of fuperintendency. Bur, 
might not the Holy Bible, on this hypothefis, contain 
many lefs errors, and (maller miftakes? Another holds, 
that the divine fpirit fuggefted to the facred writers 
the fentiment, butleftthem entirely to their own choice 
of expreffion. But, according to this opinion, may; ij 
not the truths contained in the facred writings, how 
Important foever, be expreft in terms. the moft, 
improper ? A third opinion, which has been adopted. 
by many writers, both Jewith and Chriftian, is, that 
the different facred penmen, and even the fame pen- 
men, on different occafions, were under a different 
kind or degiee of infpiration. For example, the evan- 
elical writers of the New Teftament, when they wrote 
the hiftory of our Lord’s life and miniftry, had no oc- 
cafion for any higher kind of infpiration than fuperin- 
tendency ; for they only related faéts of which rhe} had. 
a previous perfonal knowledge; but, in writing the 
ptophetical parts of the New Teftament,and foretelling 
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future events, they were under the higheft kind of in- 
fpiration. A fourth opinion is, that the Holy Bible, 
in matter and manner, fentiment and expreflion, was 
_ dictated to the facred penmen by the unerring fpirit of 
God. One thing is certain, what Mofes and the fuc- 
ceeding prophets delivered to the Hebrews, and have, 
by their writings tran{mitted to us, is, in places innu- 
merable, afirmed to be the word of the Lord. And 
exprelsly does an apoftle of the New Tefiament fpeak 
of the words, which not man’s wifdom teacheth ; but which 
ibe Holy Ghof teacheth. To the opinion, that the {pi- 
rit of in{piration fuggefted to the facred writers both 
fentiment and language, matter and manner, it has 
been obje€ted, that in the canonical books there is a 
vifible diverfity of ftile and manner. The abettors of 
this opinion admit the fact, but plead, that the fpirit 
of in{piration ufed, as his amanuenfes, men of diffe- 
yent birth, education, and accomplifhments, both na- 
tural ana acquired ; and the diverfity of- genius and ca- 
pacity which he found among them, inftead of {uper- 
feding, he employed in his fervice. 
The divine infpiration of the feriptures is, indeed, 
a fundamental article in the Chriftian fyftem. Upon 
it the whole Chriftian fcheme depends, How effen- 
tial and neceflary to our comfort 1s it, that we be ful- 
ly eftablifhed and confirmed in this fundamental truth? 
‘The moft violent attacks, has it,;even, 1n our own 
times, fuftained. Attacked 1t may be; but over- 
thrown it cannot be. The infpiration of the fcriptures, 
even the moft confcientious Chriftians may be tempt- 
ed to doubt. Various and unknown are the ftrata- 
gems and machinations, which the adverfary of fouls 
ules to overthrow the faith and interrupt the comfort 
of militant faints. After the attacks which he made 
on the head of the church, in the days of his humili- 
ation on earth, what may not the members fear? Of- 
ten and juftly has it been faid, it is no fin to be tempt- 
ed ; fin lies in yielding tothe temptation. Of the nu- 
merous charaters and marks of the divine original of 
the {criptures I thall fuggeft a few. 
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Firft, is there not apparent in the fcriptures a diving] 
majefty, that belongs to them alone, and diftinguifhes] 
them from all other booksin the world ? Does not the 

reat God f{peak, as well as act, 1m a manner worthy § 
of himfelf, and that renders him infinitely {uperior tof 
all other beings? How proper and how emphatical the 
queftion, Haft thou an arm like God ? Or canft thou thun« 
der with a voice like him ? Whoever heard the man 
Chrift Jefus fpeak in the word, the word accompanied 
by the power of the fpirit, and was not conftrained to 
fay, Never man fpake like this man ? 

Again, is there not a divine purity confpicuous i in | 
the {criptures ? Do they not difcover a purity as well 
as a majefty worthy of God? What a difparity be- | 
tween them and the moft celebrated scihinaiilcoe of 
pagan antiquity ? What glaring indications of humana 
depravity do we find in the latter ? Often are vices ex- 
tolled for virtues! What fenfuality and impurities does 
the alcoran of Mahomet tolerate, I ought rather to 
have faid, encourage ! : 

Moreover, let me remind my readers of the wonders 
ful harmony and agreement of the feveral parts of the 
facred volume. Were the fcriptures ail written at 
once? Were they all written by one perfon ? No. By 
a variety of perfons were they written; by perions im 
very different ftatrons and conditions of life, from the 
fovereign down to the herd{man ; and in very diftant 
ages. Between the writing of the firft and the laft of 
the tnfpired books a period of fifteen hundred years ins 
tervened. And yet one uniform defign runs through 
the whole from firft to laft. An important fact, with 
which the fuppofition of impofture is perfectly incom- 
patible. How often do the moft celebrated philofo- 
phers contradict each. other? How often. do they con- 
tradict themielves ? What palpable inconfiftences do 
we find in the alcoran? The fact is fo glaring,that the 
votaries of Mahomet themielves are conftrained to 
admit it. Forit, however, they attempt to account, 
But in how flimfy a maaner? They plead, thar, ag 
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) {Mahomet was for no lefs than twenty years employed 
i) {2n writing his alcoran, during that period revolutions 
|| happened, which obliged the Deity to repeal certain 
a (laws, which he had formerly enaéted, and to enjoin 
i) «others in oppofition tothem. What! a long period of 
7) (twenty years ! Could not the Deity, at the commence- 
jment of twenty years, forefee every event, the moft 
;fortuitous, that would happen before the expiration of 
(them ? Difadvantageous, unjuft, injurious, idea of the 
_ , Deity! What was a period of twenty years in compari- 
fon of a period of one thoufand and five hundred 
“years! Numerous inconfiftences and contradictions, 
-indeed, have the determined enemies of revealed re- 
‘Jigion pretended to find in the facred books. But the 
.advocates of revelation have often, to the conviction 
vand fauisfaction of the unprejudiced part of mankind, 
fhewn, that all fuch contradictions and inconfiftences 
are only pretended, or at moft, only apparent, not real. 
For a fatisfactory folution of all thefe pretended con- 
‘tradictions I might refer my readers to our commenta- 
‘tors and other critical writers. For a {pecimen, how- 
ever, I thall fubjoin the following inftances. 

The period of the peregrinaticns of Abraham’s fa- 
mily, which ended in their exit from Egypt, isin Gen. 
i xv. 13, laid to continue only four hundred years; but, 
Mm °in Exod. xil. 40, 41, four hundred and thirty. Eafily 
~ are thefe two accounts reconciled. It is four hundred, 
or four hundred and thirty, according as the com- 
mencement of ic is dated from Abraham’s leaving his 
native country, or from a later period. The account in 
Exodus may reckon from the time of his coming out 
of Ur of the Chaldees ; that in Genefis, from the time, 
or about the time, of the birth of Ifaac 

The number of perfons, who, along with Jacob, 
went downto Egypt, is, in Gen, xlvi. 26, faid to be 
three-fcore and fix; in verfe 27, three-fcore and ten; 
and in Ads vii. 14, three-fcore and fifteen. All thefe 
different accounts, however, are perfectly confiftent. 
The firft,which exprefsly excludes Jacob’s fons’ wives, 
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may alfo exclude himielf, Jofeph and his two fons; 
and then the aumber of his poflerity amounted exact-§ 
ly to fixty-fix, The fecond may include himfelf, Jo- 
feph, and his two fons, and then his family confifted 
precifely of three fcore and ten perfons. The third ac- 
count may exclude Jofeph and his two fons, reducing 
the number to fixty-feven, but may include the eight 
wives, who are notincluded in the former account; and 
then the number is exaétly three-fcore and fifteen, as 
mentioned by the infpired writer of the Acts. 

Icis faidin Il. Sam. xxiv. 24, that David bought 
the threihing- floor and the oxen for facrifice, from A~| 
raunah or Ornan, for fifty fhekels of filver; and in I. 
Cnron. xxi. 25, it 1s afirmed that he paid to Ornan fix 
hundred thekels of gold. But thefe accounts are not at 
all inconfiitent. The writer of the book of Samuel in- 
tends no more than the f{pot, on which the altar was 
erected, and the oxen which were facrificed on it; but 
the writer of the Chronicles comprehends the whole 
mountain, or tract of ground, on which the temple 
was afterwards built, with all its courts and avenues 
Jeading to it. On it, when David purcha(ed it, there 
might be a number of houfes, for which as well as for § 
the ground, it behoved him to pay an adequate price. 
Fifty thekles of filver might be ano lefs equitable 
price for the former, than fix hundred fhekels of gold 
for the latter. 

The infpired writers of the books of fecond Samu 
el and firft Chronicles, {peaking of the duration of the 
famine, with which David and Ifrael were threatened, 
for his vanity in numbering his fubjects; the former II. 
Sam. xxiv. 13, calls it feven years; the latter I. 
Chron. xxi. 12, only three years. To remove this dif- 
ficulty certain writers have fuppofed, that, through the | 
Inatrention of tranfcribers, an error has crept into thé 
text In Samuel. What, perhaps, led them to think fo, 
is, the Greek franflation of the Old Teftament, com- 
monly known by the name of the feptuagint, has in 
the text, in Samuel, sree inftead of /even. But, for 
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MN ‘a folution of the difficulty, there does not feem to bé 
| Many neceflity for fuch a fuppofition. The famine, had 
i ‘it happened, was to Jaft only three years for the num- 
P}. bering of the people. But there had already been a fa- 
¥i‘mine ‘of three years, on account of the injuftice and 
jicruelty of Saul in flaying the Gibeonites, I1.Sam. xxiy 
i 1, and this famine had ceated only the year immedi- 
gp ely preceding. This fourth, probably, was the fab- 
@) batical year, in which there was neither {owing nor 
q reaping ; and, therefore, if three other years of famine 
| had now éqghiaieends there would have been, inall,no 
| lefs than feven years of famine; agreeably to the ac- 
i count in fecond Samuel. But it was for the laft three 
i of thefe feven years only,the famine was to be inflict- 
ed for the fin of numbering the people ; conformably 
‘to the account in firft Chronicles. 
Once more it is faid, i. Kings vil. 9, that in the ark, 
) which ftood in the holy of holies, there was nothing 
befide the two tables of ftone. But, Heb. ix. 4, the a- 
‘poftle feems to fay, that befides the tables of the cove- 
nant, there were in it the golden pot that had manna, 
and Aaron’s rod that budded. But, when the apoitle 
{peaks thus, wherein was the golden pot; the queftion Is, 
» to what does he by the expreffion wherein refer ; whe- 
hm ther fo the ark,the mearer antecedent,or to the holieft of all, 
m the remoter? That the golden pot and Aaron’s rod 
were in the holy of holies, is certain. But even admit- 
ting that the exprefion zwherein refers to the immedi- 
ate antecedenr, the ark of the covenant, the Greek pre- 
ofition, which is tranflated im, hasan ambiguity in it, 
and admits of a latitude of interpretation, that ren- 
ders the apoftle’s words fully confiftent with thole of 


the Old Teftament writer. Pap i 
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“VO THE PUBLIC. — 


S OLICITOUS for the diffofion of ufeful knowledge in 
young country, Ihave, for fome'time paft, employed my. mo- 
ts of reflection in forming the plan‘of a Periodical Work, the 
pumber of which, as .a’ fpecimen, I mow offer to the public. 
plan, doubtiefs, is more comprebenfive, and embraces a greater 
aty of objects than any other.of the periodical kind, that has 
eared in this, or,-perhaps, any other’ country. Of the extent and 
houfnefs of my undertaking, I entertain the deepe't fenfe. But, 
rely can, fay; itis my fixed determination, that, if Providence 
jong my life and health, no attention, on my part, fhall be want- 
to render the work, in fome degree, adequate to the expecia- 
s of my friends, and ufeful to the public. 

o all the friends of religion and {cience it mutt be a pjeafing re- 
dion, that avery great namber of religious periodical publica- 
s, intermixed with occafional difcuffions on articles of hiftory,” 
ifm, and philofophy, are now in circulation, and, with an ayi- 
almoft incredible, and fuccefs furpafiing expectation, read by 
fands and tens of thoufands, of ali denominations of Chriftigns, 
reat Britain. Have the citizens of the American fates Cone ° 
ortal honour to themfelves by theie fuccefetul exertions in the 
ecaufe of civil liberty ; and thall they refign the palm to their 
pean brethren in arty laudable attempt to promote che facred 
of religion and morality ?Do the inhabitants of thofe ftates 
fe in population and wealth, in agriculture and commerce, to 
pree that attraéts ‘the attention of diftanr nations, and diffcfes 
fal joy among themf(eives ;. and fhall they indulge themfelves 
criminal inattention to the all-important concerns of religion 
the world to come ? God ferbid ! . 
he periodical mode of publication, though of very late inventi- 
as already proved to be a moft.ufeful and fuccefsful vehicle of 
cinftraction, It is attended with many advantages alike ob- 
and important. By it we blend amufement with infruction; 
hibit variety and avoid orolixity. | It befits the fate and -cir- 
lances of millions, who have not either money to purchafe, or 
to read large volumes. Si | 
) deep erudition or extenfive reading ; toyditlinguithed refine- 
in fentiment oF compoitizion,. I do not prétead. | Having had 
wwantage of an early academical-cducation, réad a few books, 
how atrived at an advanced flage in the great journey of life, 
im is to communicate. to my fellow mortals the refuic of my 
¢ and réfearches ; to. bring. into their view, within a narrow 
is, thewrigon and progrefs, the fate and’ arcamitaaces, the 
tions and changes, of the church and the world, of religion 


arming, during the long period of Give thouland and eight hun- 
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A -compiled;-dn purpofe, forit, Tge #healdgical 


confifts of difcourfes, which, above fifteen yehisy 
weredelivered, in a form fomewhat different, | 
numerous congregation in Edinburgh, and publ 
‘edin that city, under the title of an’ Expofiien cri 
dodrinal, and prattical, of that celebrated compend 4 
Chrifiian religion, the Affembly’s Shortér Catéchifm, 
mj{ceilaneous, department.confifts partly of pi 
cdinpofed for it ; and partly of articles felected { 
‘other authors. 
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' RP A Title Page 10 the fir volume will be print 
lone with the twelfth number. 











